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Annual Dinner Meeting 
The annual dinner meeting of the WCHS 


was held January 20 at the Washington 
Hotel, The program consisted of histori- 
cal incidents or reminiscences related 
by members of the Society. 

Secretary Tom Feathers reported a mem- 
bership of 204 for 1952. The president, 
W.J.Lemke, paid tribute to the faithful 
work of the directors: Mrs. Read, Misses 
Albright, Droke and Holcombe,and Messrs. 
Humphreys, Logan, and Root. All were 
present except Mr, Root who was out of 
town, 

Miss Droke, chairman of the Society's 
public school essay contest, reported on 
the winners. A.S.Humphreys spoke briefly 
on the Society's plan to gather genea- 
logical records, R. R. Logan brought up 
the proposed appropriation of $50,000 
by the Arkansas General Assembly for an 
Arkansas monument at Vicksburg,Miss. The 
Society adopted the following resolution 
and ordered it sent to the county's rep— 
resentatives in the legislature and to 
other state officials: 

Resolution 

Whereas, it is reported in the press 
) that a bill has been introduced in the 
- Arkansas General Assembly to appropriate 
. $50,000 for an Arkansas~ monument at 
4 Vicksburg, Miss,., and 

Whereas, the State of Arkansas has not 
a monument on any battlefield 


“within our own state, 


Therefore, the Washington County Hist— 


Porical Society goes on record as oppos— 


2ing the proposed $50,000 grant to Vicks- 


{burg and recommends that if such a sum 


is available, 


it be used to mark the 
battlefields within our own state, 

A.S.Humphreys, chairman, read the re- 
port of the committee to nominate offi- 
cers for 1953, recommending the election 
of W.J.Lemke as president, R.R.Logan as 
vice-president, and Tom Feathers as 
secretary—treasurer, The report was 
adopted and these officers were declared 
elected. 


Fayetteville, Arkansas 


a hY, 


Februar 


Dues Are Due 

If you have not paid your 1953 WCHS 
membership dues, you should send your 
check for $3 at once to Tom Feathers, 
sec-treasurer, Box 225, Fayetteville. 
The membership, as you know, is a joint 
husband—wife membership. For the single 
folks, it's still $3. 

The 1953 membership card carries a 
picture of the University's "Old Main", 
and is an attractive souvenir to add to 
your 1951 "Lovely County" and 1952 "Yell 
Walker" cards. 

Your 1953 membership includes all num-— 
bers of FLASHBACK, of which this is the 
first for 1953. It costs money to send 
follow-up letters, so won't you send 
your check for 1953 dues at once, and 
make it easier on your officers and dir- 
ectors. Thanks, 


National Recognition 
Our Washington County Historical Soci- 


ety is one of 13 historical societies 
that were cited for outstanding contrib- 
utions in the field of local history 
during 1952. These special awards were 
announced by the American Association 
for State and Local History atits recent 
meeting in Houston, Texas. © 

Our WCHS was represented at the Hous- 
ton meeting by Mr.Claude Rankin ofLittle 
Rock, who first informed us of the award. 
Since then,the Awards of Merit have been 
published in History News. Besides the 
Washington County Historical Society of 
Arkansas, Awards went to these societies: 

Plymouth, Mass.; Burlington, N.U.; St. 
Augustine, Fla.; Detroit, Mich.; Peters- 


_burg,lI11.; San Antonio, Tex.; Waco, Tex.; 


Kansas City, Mo., Bradford County, Mo.; 
Olmstead County,Minn.;Brown County, Wis. 
Now that we have won this natioual 
recognition it behooves us to keep up 
our interest and continue our efforts to 
tell the romantic story of our county. 
It was Dr. Dorsey Jones of the UPSETS 
sity history faculty who RE fous th 
we enter our 1952 record at 
meeting. 


- LIBR ARY 


rig anelts ARKAN 


The Fayetteville Mountain Echo of 1868 


Our Society has come into possession of a rare old newspéper, 4a 
perfectly-preserved copy of the Fayetteville Mountain Echo, being 
Volume I, Number 28, dated April 30, 1868. 

This was Washington County's first post-war newspaper. It was estab- 
lished as the Fayetteville Radical in 1867 and purchased that same | 
year by Samuel Bard end John A, Richardson, who changed the name to 
Mountain Echo. It was a Republican paper, Late in 1867 RK. C. Brown be- 
gan publication of a-Democratic paper: called the Fayetteville Times, 
but the name was soon changed to Arkansian, The press and equipment of 
the Arkansian were purchased by W.B. and E.B. Moore, who published the 
first post-war issue of the Fayetteville Democrat on July 4, 1868. 

The copy of the Mountain Echo which we have contains very little 
local news -- in fact, very little news -of any kind. There is a half 
page of editorials, of which the following is an example: 

We have had no mail from the south for nearly a 
week, hence know but little of what is going on in 
the State, The last news from the Legislature is 
that there is a-Bill under discussion making it 
necessary for every newspaper publisher to take 
the Constitutional iron-clad oath before they get 
any of the legal printing. And any legal advertise- 
ment published ina paper where the proprietors 
cannot take the oath shall not be accepted in our 
courts, This will be a blow so ome one we know but 
they ought not 9 be caught in such bad company, 

For the benefit of our unreconstructed friends 
we will state that there is to be a new and rigid 
Registration Board for this County, and HON. SAM 
BARD, the vote-eater, is to be Chief on the Board, 
He writes: "Tell all the rebels of Washington 
County that by the Eternal God, I will see that 
bushwhackers do not vote, nor old disfranchised 
devils who took the oath and went to the brush," 
Verily, from present indications the way of the 
old transgressors is going to be hard, 


Amoug the Fayetteville advertisers in 1868 were: 


Jernigan & Botefuhr, hardware J.E.Trott, dry goods and groceries 
Reed & Ferguson, clothing, drugs J.Q.Benbrook, dry goods & groceries 
C. S. Hauptman, house painter D. B. Jobe, blacksmithing 
Buie & Zellner, furniture Harry Kaiser, liquors and segars 
J. L. Duke, watches and clocks Thomas Carter, liquors 
A ikin & Mamn, plow mfrs. Dr. S. F. Paddock, druggist 
J. J. Miller, barber J. H, Cox, broom factory 
‘ Denton D. Stark, war claims KE. D. Ham, attorney 
Flias Harrell, war claims M. V. Jones, attorney 
George W. M. Reed, war claims William Story, attorney 


Drs, Pollard & Stevenson, physicians 
William Mitchell (Cane Hill), surveyor 
' Arkansas Stage Company, H.C.Bell, Genl.Agent 
-J.R.Howertoxn, photo gallery (over Cox & Cravens! store) - 
M.G.Bonham was. postmaster and advertised the .closing days for mail: 
daily to the north and south; three times a week to the east and west; 
once a week to Boone's Grove and St, Paul, and to Billingsley; . Lee's 
Creek and Wect Fork. 


lo | 
WCHS Plans for 1953 

This first issue of FLASHBACK for 1953 
is being sent to some persons who are 
not members of our historical society. 
We invite you to join us in our efforts 
to preserve the records of our county's 
past and to tell newcomers and the 
younger generation about our county's 
romantic history. 

If you were a member last year,we hope 
you will send your 1953 dues ($3) and 
assure yourself of receiving future num- 
bers of FLASHBACK. During 1953 we plan 
to publish: 

1. W.H.Rhea's "Thirty Years in Arkansas" 

2. The G.W.M. Reed family archives 

3. "Monuments and Markers of Washington 
County" 

4, Two war diaries of Washington County 
Confederate soldiers 

>. Genealogical data of the 
early families 

6, A series of articles 
80 old cemeteries, 

We plan to cooperate with the D.A.R.in 
that organization's state convention in 
‘Fayetteville in February. We plan an 
early spring "pilgrimage" to the Middle 
Fork valley with stops at historic buri- 
al grounds, We plan an observance of the 
90th anniversary of the battle of Fay- 
etteville (April 18). We plan numerous 
other activities that will interest you. 
Naturally, we cannot carry on our work 
without adequate financial support. We 
must have 300 members to put our program 
across. Won't you send your check for $3 
now, to Tom Feathers, secretary? This is 
the only reminder you will receive. We 
hope you will ‘join us in what is strict- 
ly an unselfish labor of love for our 
home county. 


county's 


on our county's 


Information Wanted 


Rev. Thomas Stanford was an antebellum 
preacher in Washington County: part of 
the time he served as pastor of the Fay- 
etteville M. E. Church, After moving to 
Texas he published a little book of ser- 
mons. Two copies were presented to S.K. 
Stone and were among books owned by Miss 
Amanda Stone when she died.It is desired 
to borrow,for a brief time, one of these 
books, and to contact any of Mr.Stan-— 
ford's descendants who may live in Wash- 
ington County. Address Miss Irene D, 
Gallaway, 620 W.Maple St,, Fayetteville. 


Essay Contest Winners 
Prize winners in the WCHS historical 


essay contest for 1952 were: 
Senior High 
First: Don Wiswell, Pnairie Grove: 
"History of Prairie Grove Newspapers." 
Second: Wanda Sue Gore, Farmington: 
"The Bethel Grove Community". 
Junior High 


First: Herman Ledford, Baldwin: "The 
Baldwin Community." | 
Second: Boby Fultz, Mayfield; "The 


Story of Our Community." 


Booklet on Sale 

Residents and former residents of 
Washington County who have not seen the 
booklet, "Historic Washington County", 
would do well to order a copy or two at 
once from McRoy & McNair, Fayetteville. 

This 36-page booklet carries pictures 
and descriptions of such historic spots 
as CaneHill, Prairie Grove, Maguiretown, 
Dutch Mills, Cato Springs, Springdale, 
Rhea's Mills, Elm Springs, as well as 
the historic attractions ofFayetteville. 
The cover bears a handsome picture ofthe 
Confederate monument here. 

The booklet sells for 50 cents, plus 3 
cents for postage if ordered by mail,.The 
supply is limited, Jerome McRoy also has 
left a few copies of "Some Old Fayette- 
ville Homes" and "The Fayetteville 
Angels". The latter is the story of the 
old Arkansas-Missouri baseball league. 
These booklets also are 50 cents. Order 
from McRoy & McNair, Fayetteville. 


Family Data 
WHth this issue of FLASHBACK we are en- 
closing a genealogical blank prepared by 
Dr.A.S.Humphreys, member of our board of 
directors. We hope many of our members 
will fill out and return the blank, This 
will give us a start inour research into 
old Washington County families, Fill 
in what information you have. Our con- 
tacts with other historical and genea- 
logical groups may fill in the missing 
data. All records will be bound and pre- 
served for the use of future historians. 
If your parents or grandparents lived in 
Arkansas, you should fill out this gene- 
alogical blank. Please do so and mail it 
to Dr.A.S.Humphreys, 211 W.Mountain St., 
Fayetteville. Dr.Humphreys will be glad 
to hear from any of our members who are 
interested in family history. 


DIRECTORS! MEETING 

The board of directors of the WCHS met 
Jan. 6 at the home of Miss. Jobelle Hol- 
combe for its regular monthly meeting, 
Committees were appointed by President 
W.J.Lemke as follows: 

Banquet committee -- Mrs, Lessie String— 
fellow Read, Miss Mary Droke and Tom 
Feathers. Nominating committee—-A.S.Hum— 
phreys, Miss Holcombe, Miss Albright. 

Various matters of interest to the 
Society were discussed. Dues for 1953 
were set at $3, Miss Albright displayed 
the Society's scrapbook. Miss Droke re- 
ported on the public school essay con- 
test. A.S.Humphreys discussed the Soci- 
ety's efforts to collect genealogical 
information, Secretary Feathers reported 
on the financial condition of the Soci- 
ety. Refreshments were served by the 
hostess, Miss Holcombe, 


BATTLE ANNIVERSARY 

some 300 persons gathered in the Meth- 
odist Church at Prairie Grove Dec. 7 in 
observance of the 90th anniversary of 
the battle of Prairie Grove. The observ-— 
ance was sponsored jointly by the WCHS 
and the Prairie Grove chapter of UDC. 

Mrs.L.E.Maupin, UDC president, presid- 
ed over a program that included a schol~ 
arly account ofthe battle by Prof,Robert 
R. Logan of the U of Arkansas; reminis- 
cences. by Dr.H.E.Buchanan, former presi- 
dent of College of the Ozarks; and a 
‘talk on the organization of the UDC 
Chapter and the adquisition of Battle— 
field Park . by Mrs.,J.C.Parks, a charter 
member of the Prairie Grove UDC. Wie 

At the conclusion of the program, Mrs, 
Maupin asked all those to stand whose 
fathers had fought in the battle of 
Prairie Gvuver., Some thirty stood, 

The Prairie Grove women had arranged a 
display of war relics in the basement 
of the church, which was inspected both 
before and after the program meeting. 
The exhibit included guns and other 
weapons used in the battle and the Hind- 
man photographs owned by Mrs, Gertrude 
Miles of Fayetteville, who is a grand- 
niece of the Confederate general. Mrs. 
Miles was introduced to the audience 
that filled the church auditorium, 


The 1953 meeting of the American Asso- 
ciation for State and Local : acuees ak 
be held in Detroit, Michigan 


TWO CHARTSR MEMBERS DIE ~ 

Our Society has lost two more of its 
charter members. Mrs, Roberta Fulbright 
died Jan, ll, She was an enthusiastic 
supporter of our efforts to preserve our 
county's history and she attended sever- 
al of our historical pilgrimages, 

Mr. Mack W. McRoy died Jan.14. He was 
the founder of the Fayetteville Printing 
Company, His father, J."Jack" McRoy, was 
Fayetteville's pioneer carriage maker of 
the 1840's and 1850's. Mr.M.V’'.McRoy was 
the recipient of our Society's "Dis—- 
tinguished Citizen" award- on his 80th 
birthday Sept.30, 1952, 

Both Mrs.Fulbright and Mr,McRoy helped 
make Washingtoyj County history. It is 
fitting that they rest in Evergreen cem- 
etery among the many earlier builders 
of our town, 


INFORMATION WANTD 

Through the courtesy of Mrs. John H. 
Lienhard of Portland,Oregon, our Society 
has received a photograph of E.#,.Hender- 
son, who came to Fayetteville about 1865 
as a US marshal and was principal of the 
mission school for Negroes in Feyette- 
ville, probably the first Negro school 
in Arkansas.The school was a part of the 
Fayetteville public school system for 45 
years and was named the Henderson school. 
The brick building still stands,although 
recently remodeled, and is now the home 
of Mr,and Mrs, Jack Reed, members of our 
historical society, Mrs. Lienhard was 
Catherine Henderson, granddaughter of 
K.E.Henderson. She is anxious to secure 
any information about her grandfather. 
Her address is: 4303 S.E. Boise St., 
Portland 6, Oregon, 


MADISON COUNTY HISTORY 

Bob Sutton of Huntsville sends us a 
copy of his booklet, "Early Days in the 
Ozarks" ,which is Madison County history. 
In a letter, Mr, Sutton expresses hig 
pleasure over the recent issue of FLASH 
BACK that carried the Thornsberry camp— 
ground articles-— "I and my mother, Mrs. 
Ralph Sutton, were pleased to find the 
graves of Ned Austin and Kate Holland, 
her parents, listed, in the article by 
the Reverend Sherman, 


The WCHS is making plans for the ob-— 
servance of the 90th anniversary of the 
battle of Fayetteville on April 18. 


The Reed Family Archives 
by W. J. Lemke 


I have recently had the privilege of examining the Reed family 
archives,which include the official and personal papers of G.W.M.Reed, | 
Union soldier, Washington County official, and Fayetteville business 
man, The colleetion, containing much historically valuable material, 
is in the possession of his son, J. Fay Reed, who is a member of our 
historical society, 

Among the papers are commissions signed by Arkansas governors from 
Thomas S.Drew in 1848 to Isaac Murphy in 1864. There-are the originals 
of ten or more army orders issued during the Federal occupation of 
Fayetteville. There are many deeds, notes,tax receipts, bills of sale, 
and other documents, signed by men who played a prominent part in the 
early history of our county, including William, James and Matthew 
MeGarrah, Presly R. Smith, Reding Putman, J.W. Washbourne, Henry Rieff 
James A and John C.Ferguson, J.Q.Benbrook, David Walker, Samuel Mayes, 
Z.M.Pettigrew, A,S.Gregg,and others, The Reed collection also contains 
old newspapers and clippings, among them a copy of the joint extra 
edition published by the Democrat and Sentinel on April 19, 1880, the 
day after Fayetteville!s most destructive tornado, Lae 

FLASHBACK will publish, in this and succeeding issues, a catalog of 
the Reed papers. Our series will begin with the army orders, issued by 
the Federal commanders of the "Post of Fayetteville", most of which 
have never before been published, We are also printing in this issue a 
"Deed of Trust" dated 1856, which should prove of more than ordinary 
interest, Other documents from the Reed collection will appear in 
future issues of. FLASHBACK, -—=— WL 

, Army Orders (originals) 7 

1, Order from Capt. J.R.Palmer, Provost Marshal, Fayetteville, Sept. 
17, 1842, to George Reed, directing him "to take charge of property 
belonging to Mrs, Wilsey Yoes to protect the same for the use and ben— 
efit of her and family." 


2, General Order No, 16, Headquarters, Post Fayetteville, April 19, 
1863 (set in type and printed, for wide distribution). Signed by Col. 
M. LaRyne Harrison, commanding, and James Roseman, Lieutenant and Post 
Adjutant. ( Note: This is the order that Colonel Harrison issued in 
celebration of the Federals! success in the battle of Fayetteville on 
the preceding day. It will be printed in full in the April issue of 
FLASHBACK, on the 9Mth anniversary of the battle.) 


3. Special Order No, 39, Headquarters Trps @ Fayetteville, March lk, 
1844, Dr,Barnard, an authorized druggist, is hereby permitted to deal 
in Alcoholic Liquors and Medicinal Preparations under restriction of 
Paragraph 3, General Orders No.5. 

By order of M.LaRue Harrison, Colonel commanding 
Henry M, Kidder, Lt and Adjt | 

4. General Orders No.9, Hagrs Troops @ Fayetteville, March 14, 1844. 
It having come to the knowledge of the Colonel Commanding that General 
Orders No,5 Series 1863, dated Sept.29, from these Hdqrs is being con— 
stantly violated within the limits ‘of this command, it is hereby order- 
ed that all liquors disposed of ‘in violation of said orders shall he 
at once seized hy the Provost Guard and the same turned over to the 
Surgeon in charge of the Post Hospital, whose receipt for the same 
shall be given to the claimant thereof and hereafter no person shall 
be authorized to sell such liquors except a regular druggist having a 
permit from these hdqrs, 

By order of Colonel Harrison, commanding. H.M.Kidder, Lt and Adjt. 


5. Special Orders No.49, Troops at Fayetteville, March 23,1864, 
Joseph R. Rutherford of Benton County is hereby appointed an enrolling 
officer for the Southwest portion of his county and in the vicinity of 
Cincinnatti to raise a company of Independent Volunteers to be guided 
and governed by the provisions of General Orders No.7, Hars Arkansas 
Vols. By order of M.LaRue Harrison, Colonel commanding, Jas,Allison, 
ist Lt, and Actg Adjt. 


6. Hdgrs Post Fayetteville, November 8, 1864, by Major Fitch, com 
manding: Lieut. Condrey will furnish six men for picket, to report to 
the Sgt,Major at sunset tonight. - W.E.Maynard, Lt and Actg Adjt. 


7. Hdmrs Post Fayetteville, November 11, 1864, by Major Fitch, com- 
manding: Lieut,Condrexy will furnish 20 men to go for forage to report 
promptly at 7 o'clock tomorrow morning, — W.E.Maynard, Lt and Actg Adjt. 


8, Special Orders No. 122, Haqrs lst Ark Cav., Fayetteville, Nov. 11, 
1864, The Major Commanding learns with regret that members of the dif- 
ferent militia companies stationed at the Post are in the habit of go- 
ing into the county and engaging in the indiscriminate plunder and 
robbing of women and children, This is in direct violation of orders 
from these Headquarters and must be immediately stopped, The Major - 
Commanding directs that the commanding officers of all militia compan- 
ies see that: their men are not allowed to leave town without orders 
from these Headquarters, Hereafter commanding officers of such militia 
companies will -be held responsible for the good conduct of their men 
and the Major Commanding further directs that the commanding officers 
of such militia companies will report at once to these Headquarters 
the names of all men of their command as whom they know to have been 
engaged in said plunder and robbing. 

Ezra Fitch, Major commanding. Willis E. Maynard, Lt and /ct Adjt. 


9. Special Orders No.15. Hqrs lst Cavalry, Arkansas Volunteers, Fay-— 
etteville, fArk,, 17 January, 1865, (This is Lt G.W.M.Reed's discharge 
for disability induced by exposure in line of duty.) ‘Signed, H.PsMay— 
nard, Surgeon, lst irk Cavalry Volunteers, 


10. To Commanding Officer of lst Ark Cavalry, From War YVept., Adjt- 
General's Office, Washington, D.C., March 15, 1865, Letter accompany— 
ing papers received from Deadletter Office and order to make proper 
disposition of same, Signed, Samuel Breck, Asst,Adjt.General. 


11, December 26, 1864, Application for license to engage in "commer- 
cial intercourse with and in states declared in insurrection." This is 
addressed to Wm, W. Orme, Special igent, 2d Agency, Witnessed by Wn.S. 
Woodbridge, Lieutenant and Asst Provost Marshal, Fayetteville, Ark. 


12, Affidavit by William J. Patton, late lst Lieutenant, Co.A, 1st 
Arkansas Cavalry, USA. Ocotober 3,1887, Testifying to crippling illness 
of G.W.M.Reed, suffered while Reed was tst Lieutenant of Co,.D in lst 
Arkansas Cavalry at Camp Schofield near Springfield, Mo. He made a 30- 
mile march to Mt,Vernon, Mo., while ill with fever and spent months in 
hospital. Then on outpost duty at Crane Creek, Unable to walk and used 
crutches and because thereof was discharged from the army. 


13. Deed of Trust, dated April 28, 1856, 


whereby Maurice Wright of 


Boonsboro conveyed all his property, including real estate, slaves,his 
stock of merchandize, etc,, to John A. Coulter as trustee for his cred- 


itors, of whom there were many. 


Boonsboro (Cane Hill). 


Wright operated a store and farm at 


The real estate included several parcels of land and Lot No,l in 
Boonsboro, "known 4n the plan of waid town as Richards Block". The 
Negro slaves were listed as follows: 


man named Cresley, 40 
woman named Caroline 34 
girl named Levinia 13 
girl named Nancy 11 

boy named Allen 9 

girl named Sirrena 4 
girl named Jane 4 

boy named John, 18 months 


woman named Pohly 20 


girl named Bnma 6 
girl named Nelly 4 


girl named Cynthia & months 


man named Edmond 33 

woman named Lucinda 30 

girl named Charlotte 15 

girl named Mary 10 

girl named H&lila 8 

girl named Camelia 6 

boy named Morgan 4 

girl named Louisa 2 
girl named Harriet 17 
man named Hiram 40 
boy named Ben 18 months 
man named Chesley 22 


The Deed of Trust also covered 22 horses, 6 mules, 1 jackass, 40 
head cattle, 40 head hogs, 12 head sheep, and 2 wagons; all goods in 
the store at Boonsboro; all books, accounts, notes, and "writings 


obligatory," 


Wright owed some $23,000, of which $16,000 was owed to 32 persons 
residing in the western part of Washington County and members of many 


early Washington County families, 


order stated!" were: 
Rarcinda Crawford 
Sarah W, Wilson 
David M, Moore 
John D, Moore 

P, HeeTrour 

David W. Hanna 
Samuel Carnahan 
David C. Edmiston 
Zebulon M, Edmiston 
HY H. Edmiston 
Samuel Marrs 


A. J. Gray 

Se F, Gray 

George Simpson 

Ira Williams 

John Ish 

John Mock 

Pleasant R, West 

James Drake 

James G. West 

James Crawford, as 
guprdian of John 
Landers 


The preferred creditors "in the 


James Crawford 

Thomas Asher 

Jesse Goddard 

John Gilly as guardian 
for Joseph Sykes 

Eliza J. Funkhouser 

William C, Poston 

Cornelius Wright 

Moses Alburty 

N. B. Dennenburg 

Susan Eaton 

Cynthia Star 


Other creditors were 23 business firms in Fayetteville and elsewhere, 


mostly out—of—state, 


(Reed archives will be continued in next issue.) 


STATE ASSOCIATION 

The Autumn 1952 issue of the Arkansas 
Historical Quarterly contains several 
articles that should ba of interest to 
NCHS members, More of eur WCHS members 
Sught to help in the work of the Arkane 
sas Historical Association, which pub- 
lishes the Quarterly.The dues are $3 and 
inclide a subscription to the magazine. 


of Confederate money. 


FAYETTEVILLE CURRENCY 

Present at our meeting at Prairie 
Grove Dec, 7 was Charles Ratliff,of near 
Prairie Grove, who brought a collectjom 
The exhibit jp? 
cluded some paper money issued in 1862 
by the "Town of Fayetteville", This cur- 
rency was signed by Jg Holcomb (evident- 
ly in his capacity as towe clerk). 


Washington County's Earliest Recorded Marriages (1845) 


With this installment, FLASHBACK begins publication early Washing- 
ton County marriages, beginning with 1845, Earlier records have disap-— 
peared. These 53 marriages were recorded by County Clerk J.C, Pittman: 


March 2- 
Aprill7- 
May ll - 
May 14 - 


Dec.18 - 


Louis Harp (20) and Nancy Stone (17),by Robert Garrett, J.P. 
Richard Bean and Mary Jane Parks, by Rev.Benj. H. Pierson 
Blewford Fine and Ruth Brown, by Rev. Stephen Strickland . 
James Williford & Elizabeth Cosby,by Rev.Stephen Strickland 
William H. Sherman and Anne Obar (17), by James Bowen, J.P« 
Cephas W.Hagood and Adaline C.Yates, by J. T. Nolin, U.G.M. 
James Thompson and Elenor Simpson, by Jacob Chandler, J.P. 
Richard W.Bishop & Rebecca McCardy,by Kev.Richard W. Cardwell 
James Bar and Orleancy(?) Stone, by Rev.Richard W.Cardwell 
Jesse Neal & Narcisa Jane Atkinson, by M.W.McClellan, J.P. 
John P.Kellam & Mary Anne Pearce (?), by Rev.Andrew Buchanan 
Peter.Ellemfough and Mary Owens, by }, O. Spencer, J.P. 
Martin W. Thornbury and Mary Thomas, by Rev. W. A. Cobb 
Thomas Towler and Rebecca Anderson, by Sandy W.Crawley, J.P. 
Harden Roberts & Angeline M.Hollis, by Hosea G.Cardwell, J.P. 
Anthony Simmons & MaryAnne Ostellell (?),by Rev.Caleb Chapman 
Stephen Pierson & Malinda Sherry (16), by Rev. John Holcamb 
John Clark & Mary Nave (Cherokee Nation),by Rev.John Harrell 
Filex Grundy Lee Oliver & Julia Ann Hodges,by M.W.McClellan, J.P. 
Samuel Clark and Hannah Alexandria, by Robert Garrett, J.P. 
William.H. Obar and Eve Keller, by James Bowen, J.P. 

George W.Ooley (?) & MaryAnne Taylor, by R. L. Plesants, J.P. 
L, Still and Elizabeth Landers, by W. O. Spencer, J.P. 


Perry Cohea & Martha Crawford (15), by James S.Crawford, J.P. 


John Auxen and Nancy Williford, by Rev. Stephen Strickland 
Thomas Davis and Esther Gibson (17), by Asa Combs, J.P. 
William C.Caldwell & Margaret Buchanan, by M.W.McClellan, J.P. 
Samuel Banks and Nancy Green, by Rev, Richard W. Cardwell 
David Williford and Rebecca Walden, by Rev. James B. McNeill 
Kelly Ferguson (Perry Co.) & Nancy Lewis,by Jas.P.Dickenson, J.P. 
Andrew Agnew and Mary Levina Latta, by Hev. Samuel Harris 
Crawford West and Menty Passley, by Jonathan:-Newman, J.P. 
Geo.W.Barns & Katharine Robinson, by Rev.Stephen Strickland 
John Jackson and Elizabeth Bates, by W.B.Auxier, J.P. 
William Gibson and Lizy Herrel (?), by Wm. Poston, J.P. 
John Busten and Margaret Stone, by Rev. James Mayfield 
Joseph Wood and Mary Ballard, by Rev. Wn, T. Larremore 
Henry Davidson and Lizy Schorn, by Wm. Poston, J.P. 
Daniel Charnehan and Mariah Obar, by James Bowen, J.P. 
Wady W, Robinson and Elizabeth Allard, by H.G.Cardwell, J.P. 
George Lewis and Letty Mills (17), by Jas, P.Dickerson, J.P. 
Geo.C.Powell (Franklin Co.) & Sarah McClellam, by Rev,Samuel Harris 
Levi Howell and Martha Neal, by R.L.Pleaaants, J.P. 
Green Maguire and Namcy Beard, by Sandy M. Crawley, J.P. 
Russell Baker amd Elizabeth Hutchens, by John Robimson, J.P. 
Andrew J. Qnith and Mary Trammel, by Sandy M. Crawley, J.P. 
Burrow Billingsley & Malimda Franeisco, by Rev.R.W.Cardwell 
Freeman Walker Caster & Julia Ana Clary, by Jas.S.Crawford, J.P. 
Tellington Carrell Clary & Miwerva Baras,by Jas.S.Crawford, J.P. 
Robert Anderson and Eliza Pucket, by Rev.Silvamus W. Blackburn 
Jacob Mills and Edy Lewis | 
William Hill & Elizabeth Scaytley, by Rev.Silvawus W.Blackburer 
John Charnehan and Sarah Ann Wilson (1), by James Bowen, J.P. 

2S 


1911 Membership Register, Mildred Lee Chapter U.D.C. 


(As a matter of historical record, FLASHBACK presents herewith the 
names of 140 Dayghters of the Confederacy who were members of Fayette- 
ville's Mildred Lee Chapter UDC in 1911. The fading membership roll of 
40 years ago was made available to us through the courtesy of Mrs.J.S. 


Bates, custodian of the UDC records and member of our Society. 


Mrs.Estelle M,. Blake 
Mrs. Clementine Boles 
Miss Ethel Brown 

Mrs, Harry E. Baum 
Mrs. Sue L. Bozarth 
Mrs, Sarah Bibb 
Mrs.,Elizabeth Conner 
Miss Lillian B.Conner 
Mrs. J. M. Chandler 
Mrs, J..L. Cravens 
Mrs, J. R. Cazort 
Mrs,Willie V- Crokett 
Mrs. Emma E..Cole 

Mrs. J. T. Crenshaw 
Miss Bess Carter 

Mrs. Alice Cravens 
Mrs.Kate Pace Cantrell 
Mrs, Lillian P. Droke 
Mrs. Wm. Dimn 

Mrs, B. J. Dunn 
Mrs,Perry F. .Davidson 
Mrs. Inez Droke 

Miss Ruth Dickinson 
Mrs, Cora Duncan 

Miss Mamie Evins 

Miss Clara Earle 
Mrs.Annie D. Futrall 
Mrs,Lelia Cravens Gregg 
Mrs. Jas. D. Gee 

Miss Gertrude Gunter 
Mrs, Jennie Gunter 
Mrs, Margaret Gallaway 
Miss Irene D. Gallaway 
Mrs, Goodspeed 

Mrs, Urie D. Harris 
Mrs.*C. -T; Harding 
Mrs. A. G. Henderson 
Mrs, A. M. Harding 
Mrs. John R. Harris 
Miss C.B.Holcombe 

Miss Jobelle Holcombe 
Mrs.J.M.Hollingsworth 
Mrs. Beulah Hanesworth 
Mrs. H. M, Hudgins 


Mrs. J. F. Howell 
Mrs.Dorothy Bibb Hornor 
Miss Bess Hudgins 


Mrs. Emma C. Izard 
Mrs,Elouise L. Jones 


H. W. McMillan 
F.,d.,C.Watson 

V. M. Brown 

E. Baerwald 
Benny Schoolfield 
Thomas W. Bibb 


Caleb C. Conner 


Col. J. L. Cravens 
W. W. Garner 

A. S. Vandeventer 
C.and S. Parrish 
G. W. Guilliams 
Houston Sisco 


W.H. & Luke Kantz 


W. Fletcher Pace 
Jas, R. Pettigrew 
Richard W. Choate 
James E. Barton 
Perry F. Davidson 
Robert R. James 
Geo, W. Dickinson 
Dr.J.W.Hicks 

H. H. Evins 

Rev, F. P. Earle 
J.'L. Duke | 
Col, J.L.Cravens 
Alphonse Brewster 
Thomas M. Gunter 
Thomas M. Gunter 
Dr.Thos, Q. Martin 
John Bell Gallaway 


Alvin Dickson 
Dr, A.W. Bre wster 
James P, Wrignt 


‘M. A. Brame 


&.H,Lowdermilk 
Joseph Holcombe 
Joseph Holcombe 
Capt.J.E.Burch. 
J. Alanson Staats 


Capt. John O.Parks 


and B.A.Carl 
Julius F. Howell 
Thos, W. Bibb 
Capt, John O,Parks 
and B.A.Carl 
J. N. Cotton 
F, Laughinghouse 


| Father 


Brothers 
Grandfather 
Father 
Uncle 
Husband 


Father 


Husband 
Father 
Father 
Uncles 
Father 
Grandfather 
Uncles 
Father 
Father 
Father 
Brother 
Husband 
Brother 
Father 
Father 
Father 
Father 
Father 
Father 
Uncle 
Father 
Husband 
Father 
Father 


Father 
Father 
Father 


- Father 


Father 
Father 
Father 
Father 
Father 
Uncles 


Husband 
Father 
Great— 
uncles 
Father 
Father 


WJL) 


12th Arkansas Infantry 
Co.H, 34 Ark.(Brooks) 


Co,H, 2nd Miss. Vol. 
Co.C, 2nd Ky. Cav. 
Co.A, 34 Ark. (Brooks) 


Missouri State Guard 
Co.C, 10th Regt. 
50th Virginia infantry 


Lth Arkansas Infantry 
Co.A, 34 Ark. (Brooks) 
Co.G, 43 E.Tenn. Vol. 
Co.A, 7 Mo.State Guards 
Co.K, 34 Ark. (Brooks) 
lst Arkansas (Cabell) 
3rd Kentucky Cavalry 
Co.E, lst Arkansas Cav, 
4th Georgia (Wheeler) 
Co.B (Monroe-—Cabel1 ) 
54th N.Carolina (Surgeon) 
Co.H, 34 Ark (Brooks) 
34 Ark Inf (Brooks) 
Co.H (Brooks—Fagan) 

5 Missouri State Guards 
Arkansas Infantry 

Co.E (Walker) 

Co.E (Walker) 

32 Mississippi 

14 Mississippi 


Co.G, Arkansas Cavalry 
Surgeon 


45th Tennessee (Buckner) 
Co.H, 3rd N.C.Infantry 
Mack Rieff (Gordon) 


_ Mack Rieff (Gordon) 


25th. Louisiana 
2lst Alabama , 
(Brooks—Fagan} 


24th Virginia 
Co.C, 2d Ky.Cav.(Morgan) 


(Brooks—Fagan) 
Co.C, 23rd Arkansas 
Co.C (Dobbins~Fagan) 


Mrs, J. T. Jarrell ~ James Kirby Uncle (Pickett ) 

Miss Emma Jordan G.W. & J.J.Jordan Uncles Co.H, 44th Virginia 
Miss Grace Jordan A u uM Uncles tt J, M 

Miss Nell K, Jordan tf , it Uncles m u M 

Mrs. M, D. Jenkins John Robert Perry Father Mississippi (Forrest) 


Co.A, 6th No.Carolina 


Mrs.Isabel Elias Jones Capt, Julius Siler Grandfather 


Mrs.A.B.(Mattie) Béll § Hugh J. Douglass Uncle .% 

Miss Angelet Lowdermilk J. H. Lowdermilk Father Co,H, 3rd N.Carolina Inf. 
Mrs.Mary Lowdermilk Jr. J. H. Lowdermilk Husband Co.H, 3rd N.Carolina Inf, 
Miss Horton C. Lake Milton F. Lake Grandfather Tennessee (Forrest) 

Mrs. C. M. Lawson John P. Hight Uncle Co.F, 23rd Tennessee 
Miss Féna Leota Lewis A. B. Lewis Father Co.D, 2nd 

Mrs.Pollie T. Logan John T. Skelton Father Arkansas Vol. (Gordon) 
Mrs.Lucie T.Megoffin Berich Magoffin Husband Co.A, 6 Ky.Cavly (Morgan) 
Miss Juanita Moore J. P. Carnahan Grandfather  Co.C, 16 Ark Inf, (Price) 
Mrs .Margaret McDaniel B. F. Kerr Father Co.C (Hawthorne) 
Mrs,Lillian Brown Menke Benton J. Brown Father Staff Department 

Miss Eula McMillan W. E. McMillan Father Co.D, 26th Arkansas 

Mrs, Lula McMillan C. H. Robertson Father (Price) 

Mrs. A. I. Moore J. C. Garrett Uncle Co.1, 16th Arkansas 
Mrs.M.J.Mulholland Hugh J. Douglass Brother 

Mrs. Melton , 

Mrs Milroy Nettleship R.S.Anderson Father Co.C, 34th Ark. (Brooks) 
Mrs,Hallie T. Neely ~ J. R. Neely Husband Co. L, (Stirman) | 
Mrs. W. T. Nesbit Thos, E. Carter Father 

Mrs. S: W. Peel W. H. Haines Father Co.C, 3rd (Shelby) 

Miss Lou Peel W. H. Haines Grandfather Co.C, 3rd (Shelby) 

Miss Annie Pettigrew Col,J.R.Pettigrew Uncle 34th Arkansas 

Mrs,Sarah Jane Pace W. F. *Pace Husband Co.A, 7th Missouri St. 
Miss Ada Pace ced aa La Father " " " 

Mrs,Ida Pace Purdue |. " " t " " nt " : 
Mrs.Allie Dupree Pickell Thos,J.Dupree Father Co.G, 1 Miss.Cav.(Forrest ) 
Mrs.Lila Davis Pearson Wm, L. Davis Father (Price) 

Mrs,Louise E. Pollard Geo.A.Bailie Father Co.A, 9th Georgia Vol. 
Mrs’,Cornelia Phillips Z.«H.Lowdermilk Uncle Co.H, 34d Ark.Cav. 


Miss MabelG.Phillips rt " 
Miss Roberta Phillips it " 


Great—uncle 


" " 
" " " 


Mrs. P. H. Prince T. H. Prince Husband (Saunders-Forrest ) 
Miss Anna H. Prince i tt Father ‘ r 

Miss Katherine Patterson J.S.Patterson Father Co,k, ©5th-Ark, 2inr. 
Miss Daisy B. Patterson " " y | u . u 

Mrs. J. S,. Patterson ut it Husband L an 3 
Mrs,Fannie Crowdus Price Dr.J.W.Crowdus Uncle Surgeon 

Mrs.Venie B.Parks J. D. Parks Husband Co.L, 2nd Ky.Cav. 
Mrs,Jerome Reynolds J.L. Buchanan Father Civil Service 

Mrs, Emma Roll E. B. Moore - Brother (Gratiot ) 

Miss Lizzie Roark J. P, Roark Father (Brooks) 

Mrs.Mary B. Reagan Geo.C.Christian Uncle Co.H, 10th Ky. 
Mrs.Walter A. Reece C. W. Walker Father Co.A, 34th Arkansas Inf 
Mrs. W. H. Ramsey 

Miss May Stone A. A. Brodie Uncle 3rd Louisiana (Gratitot) 
Miss Amanda Stone : ot " " Sn " " 
Mrs. L. B. Stone " TT iT " " '" 
Miss Susie Spencer M. W. Spencer Father (King) 

Mrs,Mary Taff Skelton Albert G. Taff Father (McKenzie—Wheeler) 
Mrs,Mosie Carter Skelton Houston Sisco Grandfather Co.H, (Brooks) 

Mrs. Henry Sour Seligman Kahn Father Co.A, 3rd Louisiana 
Miss Helen C.Severs Capt.F.B.Severs Brother Co.B, WSst 


Miss Ethel Sedwick 
Miss Bessie Sedwick 
Miss Mabel Sutton 
Mrs.Margaret Sutton 
Mrs. T. J. Snyder ~ 
Mrs. Hellen Smith 
Miss Belle Sutton 
Miss Eleanor Shannon 


Mrs. A. B. Shore 
Miss Kathleen Tillman 
Mrs. J. N. Tillman 


Miss Mattie Taylor 
Miss Susan Tidball 
Miss Nell Tidbail 
Mrs. J. E. Trahin 
Miss Mollie Vaughn 
Miss Daisy Vaughn 
Mrs. J. C. Vaughn 


Mrs.Virginia Vincenheller H.A.Spooner 


Mrs. W. H. Whitlow 
Mrs.Mary Jasper Willis 
Mrs. J. M. Williams © 
Mrs, Margaret Wilson 
Mrs, Lula Wilson 
Mrs.Martha Hudson White 
Mrs. H. D. Wood 
Mrs.Nannie C. Walker 
Mrs .C.W.Winkelman ° 
Mrs. Ernest Walker 
Mrs.Stella B. Watson 
Mrs.Katie Bibb Wade 
Mrs.Margaret B. Yates 
Mrs.W.N.(Belle)Yates 


J. M. Dunlop Grandfather 
W " W 
William Cooper Uncle 
rf it Brother 
Thos, J. Snyder Husband 
Wm. B. Moore Brother 


Henry & Jas.Sutton Brothers 
Thos. G. Duncan Uncle 
Pleasant H. Buchanan Uncle 


H. J. Tillman Grandfather 
J.D. &John Walker Uncles 
Isaac Taylor Father 
Wm, C. Doby | Grandfather 
" YW W 
J. E. Trahin. Husband 
J. E. Vau Father 
" 
H. J. Hayes . Father _ 
Brother 
James L. Remper Uncle 
B.&F.Morelock Uncles 
W.&L.L.Kantz Brothers 
u i eae Uncles 
W.T.& Jas.Davis Uncles... 


Hugh & R.M.Dickerson Brothers 


Jesse Cravens Father 
(illegible) Father 
James S.°>-Newman Father 
J. G, Bain Father 
Thos. W. Bibb Father 

' JL.Buchanan Father 
B. F. Yates: Father 


(Rosser-—Lee) 
W 
Co.A (Brooks) 
W " 


3rd Ark Inf (Longstreet) 
(Gunter) | 
(Moore-Gratiot) 

Co.C, 2nd Ky Cav. 

Co.A, 15 Ark Inf. (Brown) 


Co.C., (Brooks) 
lst Ark. (Cabell) 
hi BI 


3rd Missouri Cavalry 
Commissary Department 
tt ' " 


Co.H, Ark.Inf. (Stuart) 
13th Mississippi Vol. 


7th Virginia 
Missouri’ Vol. (Price) 


Co.H, Tennesnse Infantry 
" iB " 


. 31st Louisiana 
(Griffiths) 


fth Missouri State Guard 
(Stirman) | 

Co.C, 13th Virginia 
Co.D, 16th Tennessee 
Co.C, 2d Ky.Cav. (Morgan) 


a Civil Service 


Death of General Hindman's Daughter 


The following is from a story in the 
Sept.7, 1952, issue of the Helena, Ark., 


World: 


DAUGHTER. OF CONFEDERATE GENERAL 
DIES IN ILLINOIS | 
Mrs. Blanche Hindman Cox 86, 
Helena resident, died at Winnetka, Ill., 
Mrs, Cox was the daughter of 
General Thomas C, Hindman, 
seven Confederate generals from Phillips 
She was also a sister of the 
late T.C.Hindman and Biscoe Hindman. 
Mrs,Cox spent most of 
in Helena, 
Chicago about 50 years ago. 


pept. 5. 


County. 


Born in Mexico, 
her early life 


Hindman home was where 


The remains 
Helena, 
niece, 

Ville, Ark, 


the Junior High 
School on South Biscoe now stands. 
Cox was a member of the Episcopal Church. as 
will arrive in Memphis 
Monday and will be brought overland to 
They will be accompanied by her 
Mrs. Gertrude Miles 


Funeral services will be held from the 
St John's Episcopal Church Monday after- 


noon, conducted by the Rev.David Collins 


of Marianna, 
former 
FLASHBACK's 


one of the 
Hindman 


She moved to 
The old 


Mrs, 


of Fayette-— 


interest in 
story is due to the fact that General 
commanded the Confederate army 
at the battle of Prairie Grove, His son, 
the late Biscoe Hindman, 
stantial. sum to the town of Prairie Grove 
for a monument to his illustrious father, 
which is to be paid after the death of 
‘his widow, now living in California. 
Mrs,.Gertrude Miles, named in the story 
a niece of Mrs.Cox and a grand-—niecé 
of General Hindman, is 
Fayetteville and amember of the Wash- 
ington County Historical Society. 
has a collection of rare photographs of 


Interment will follow in 
the family lot in Maple Hill cemetery. 


(From Helena World) 


the above 


willed a sub— 


aresident of 


She 


the Hindman family, 


(This article was awarded First Prize in the 1952 essay contest of the 
Washington County Historical Society. WJL) 


The History sf Prairie Grove's Newspapers 
by Dan Wiswell 


The first newspaper published in Prairie Grove was a weekly called 
the Prairie Grove News, It was established in 1885 hy Jeseph Garrisen 
and Dr.E.G.McCormick, The latter was a silent partner, 


The shop was lecated in a frame building on the south side of main 
street and about the’ present lecation of Dunn Cleaners,.It was separat— 
ed by a walk-way from the drug store and the First National Bank, The 
printing equipment had been purchased in Benton County and was origin- 
ally stored at Viney Grove until it was determined whether the rail- 
road would be built through Viney Grove er Prairie Grove, The equip- 
ment consisted af several cases of type and an old Proudy cylinder 
press known as the "Grasshopper." The press was turned by hand for 
many years before it was modernized with an old gasoline motor and in 
later years changed to an electric motor, 


Dr. McCormick was born in Augusta County, Virginia, in 1854. He came 
to Carlisle, Arkansas, in 1875, After living there about a year, he 
moved to Evansville where he was married in 1884 and moved to Prairie 
Grove the same year. He was a practicing physician for many years and 
was prominent in civic affairs, He died in December 1938. He built the 
house now owned and occupied by Dr. J.J.Baggett and it was the family 
home until after the death of Mrs.McCormick, 


Joseph Garrison came from Kansas, He was the son of C.G.Garrison who 
was a practicing physician here in later years, Publication of the 
News was suspended after about a year, 


"In April 1887, H.Milton Butler began the publication of the Prairie 
Grove Banner, The Rising Sun, published in 1887 for a short time, -was 
soon bought out by the Banner," This was taken from an old "History of 
Washington County.” 


The Banner office was an old log building, about 12 x12, located 
about where the theater is now, and was all by itself in the woods, 
The original News equipment was used, Circulation was around 50 copies’ 
published every Friday. The late Mel M. Collier was the "printer's 
devil" (helper). 


H. Milton Butler was not the only owner of the paper at that time, 
according to the masthead on some 1887 and 1888 papers which I have 
found, At the time it was Butler & Butler (no relation), The other 
partner was W, N. Butler, who was the father ef the Butler family now 
living in Prairie Grove. Miss Eula Butler and Mrs.Ethel Riddle own the 
Old copies of the Banner and gave me much of my information. 


W. N. Butler was born in Shelbyvilld, Tennessee, He moved to Evans-~ 
ville, where he met the girl who was to be his wife. They were married 
in 1886 and moved to Prairie Grove, and some member of the Butler fam 
ily has lived here ever since, W.N.Butler owned a general merchandise 
store in addition to being in the printing business, The only informa- 
tion I could find about H. Milton Butler was that he was a native of 
Arkansas, 


An interesting incident was told me about an employee of the Banner, 
He quit his work earlier than he should have, and walked home -—- a dis-—- 
tance of some miles. His conscience was undoubtedly bothering him, be- 
cause he got up, dressed, walked back to-the shop, set the rest of his 
copy and walked back home. As he started in the gate he tripped over 
something and fell, waking him. He couldn't realize where he had been 
until the next morning. When he got to work he found that he had set 
the type in his sleep, This story was told on two different employees. 
Orfe informant “remembered the story on Mel Collier, and another thought 
Van Carl was the one involved, 


Some clippings from the Banner follows "Terms of Subscription in ad- 
vance: One year, $1; Six months, .50; Three months, ,.25."' 
_ "Advertising Rates: One Column, one year, $60; Half Column, one year, 
$30; Quarter Column, one year, $15; Two-inch dard, one year, $8; one-— 
inch card, one year, $6," : ; 


, "Masonic Lodge No, 436 meets Saturday on or before each full moon in 
the hall at the Institute. building." 


"An exchange remarks that 'Kissing has gone out of fashion’. Well, 
perhaps, but we want. to say that no such a fearful revolution will 
take place as long as women are beautiful and men possess any degree 
of gallantry." | 


"Only a little over a century ago we dared not go out after dark 
without a chilled steel corset, for fear that the maroon-—colored 
children of the forest might let the pale shimmering moonlight in 
among our vital organs by means of their crude tomahawks, That life 
was indeed uncertain and disagreeable, People remained at home rather 
than ‘to return to their houses with holes in themselves and wildly 
disheveled brains," 


The Rising Sun was published in 1887 as a competitor to the Banner, 
The publisher of the Rising Sun was named Brassfield. The shop was-> 
located in a boulding about where the Oklahoma Tire & Supply now is. 
Brassfield had borrowed money from J. Ed Rogers, it seems, and left 
without repaying it. Mr,Rogers took the paper in payment of the debt. 
In a short time he sold it to a Mr.Green, who in turn sold it to the 
Banner, | 


The Prairie Grove Record, owned by R.G.Bradfield, was published in 
185@ replacing the Banner, The shop was located across from the ceme- 
tery, about a half block north of the highway. Subscription rate was 
$1 per year, 


The Record was succeeded in 1900 by the Prairie Grove Herald, pub- 
lished by M.L. Hildebrand. The shop was located at the present site of 
the Oklahoma Tire and Supply Co. The Herald was a hand—set weekly pub- 
lished each Thursday, Printing was still done on the old two-page 
Proudy press, powered by a gasoline engine, The Hildebrands published 
the Ordinances of Prairie Grove in 1905 and in 1907 published a large 
historical edition, 

Mr. and Mrs, Hildebrand were from Virginia, They built and occupied 
the honie which now belongs to the Gene Vinson family, They were both 
active in community affairs, Mrs, Hildebrand worked in the School In- 
provement Association (now the PTA) and was one of the organizers of 
the Prairie Grove chapter, United Daughters of the Confederacy. 


Grover McCormick, who is now with the State Plant Board at Little 
Rock, worked in the back shop of the Herald, which the Hildebrands 
published for about a quarter century before selling it to Mrs, Kath— 
erine Tallman, Mrs. Tallman was born and reared at Viney Grove. She. 
moved to Gentry, where she was married, After the death of her husband 
she came to Prairie Grove and bought the Herald. She was assisted in 
its publication by Hugh Park, who now owns the VanBuren Press-—/rgus, 


Mrs, J. W. Webb purchased the Herald in 1926, Shortly afterward she 
bought the first type-setting machine to be used in Prairie Grove — a 
Model Z Intertype. Mrs,Webb also had an electric motor installed which 
powered the typesetting machine, the cylinder press and a small job 
press (also a new addition to the shop). The motor shaft ran almost 
the length of the shop with pulleys running off it for each machine,,, 
Roy G, Nixon, now a photographer at Springdale, assisted Mrs.Webb in 
the backshop, 


Mrs,Webb, a native of HFrighton, Tennessee, moved to Arkansas in 1914. 
Her husband, the late Dr.J.W.Webb, was a practicing dentist in Prairie 
Grove for many years. ; 


The Herald won the following citation in the National Community News- 
paper Contest the first year of Mrs,Webb's ownership: "This certifies 
that the Prairie Grove Herald of Prairie Grove, Arkansas, has _ been 
given a distinguished rating in the £926 National Community Newspaper 
Contest." On October 4, 1932, The Fayetteville Daily Democrat bought 
the subscription list from Mrs,.Webb. 


Roy Nixon published a free-circulation paper, known as the Prairie 
Grove Leader, for a short time, 


In 1936 George Wiswell Sr, and G.E.Wiswell Jr. purchased the plant 
and published the first issue of the Prairie Grove Enterprise on Nov-— 
ember 19, 1934. The first special edition of the Enterprise was a 
"Progress" edition published September 28, 1938, commemorating the 
completion of the paving of Highway 62 from Fayetteville to the Okla- 
homa state line, Since that time many special editions have been pub- 
lished, featuring school and community improvements, and an annual 
Christmas edition, | 


Much equipment has been added in the past 16 years,including a later 
model typesetting machine, a 4-page cylinder press, an automatic job 
press, and many smaller items, making it one of the best equipped 
shops in a town of this size ih the state. In 1944 the shop was moved 
to the Masonic building on Mock street, its present location, 


George Wiswell Sr, is a native of Arkansas and has published weekly 
papers at Pangburn, Green Forest, Eureka Springs, and at St,Clair, Mo. 
G.E.Wiswell Jr., his son and my father, was born at Pangburn and began 
his newspaper career with the Enterprise, Mrs, Webb has served as 
society editor and reporter for the Enterprise for a number of years. 
The Enterprise tries to live up to its slogan: "A community newspaper 
devoted to building a better community,'! 


(This essay won Second Place in the WCHS contest. WJL) 


The History of Bethel Grove 
by Wanda Sue Gore (Farmington School) 

One of the first men to come to this territory before statehood was 
Samuel Wilson and his son, Andrew Jackson Wilson, who came here in 
1833, This was the same year that the government surveyed the land, 
Samuel Wilson's son had previously come to Arkansas on a hunting trip, © 
from Tennessee, and had seen how plentiful game was. So he told his 
father about it and they moved to Arkansas. Samuel Wilson settled on 
what is now the James Smith place, about 2 3-4 miles from Farmington, 
His son, Andrew Jackson Wilson, moved on what is now known as the 
Keith Catto place near some springs about 23 miles from Farmington. 


Samuel Wilson still had ten children in Tennessee. He would write 
them and tell them about Arkansas, He would always mention the price 
of corn and cattle. When he wanted to sell his cattle he would have to © 
drive them either to Fort Smith or Fort Gibson, because steamboats 
would come to those places with the spring rise of the river, so he 
would drive his cattle over the mountains to those markets. 

Samuel Wilson bought nineteen 40-acre tracts, which made him own 760 
acres of land, He had eleven slaves to help him, Each slave was worth 
from $200 to $900, He raised some tobacco and cotton for home use, His 
land was partly prairie and some heavily timbered at that time, There 
was timber along the creeks, where there were a few buffalo and bears. 


About the time of the Civil War there was built a little one-room 
log school house, down the hollow from the present Bethel Grove school 
house, It was called Possum Trot. It was a subscription school, so the 
people would pay so much per month for each child. The present Bethel 
Grove school house was built in 1908, 


The Cumberland Presbyterian Church in this community was established 
in 1876 and about the same time the Little Elm Baptist Church was es- 
tablished, They held church in a little log cabin where Ernest Doster 
now lives, The Presbyterians would hold church one Sunday and the Bap- 
tists the next, in the same building, The present Baptist Church was © 
built in 1902 and the present Presbyterian Church in 1913, 


in 1906 a land developing company of St, Louis bought 1,200 acres of 
land and. put 800 acres of it in apples, The company was called Ozark 
Fruit Company, The apples were planted right in the center of Bethel 
Grove community, The orchards were dtvided into 10-acre tracts and 
stock sold mostly to people in St.Louis, The company held on to about 
200 acres, which later became the property of George Appleby. Most of 
the tracts were neglected and later returned to brush, | 
. Between the years 1915 and 1920 there were eleven apple evaporators 
in the community. The owners would dry the apples and sell them, There 
was a good market for them in Fayetteville, | 

Another industry of the community was the burning of lime in 1902, 
The lime kiln was located about 2 miles south of the Bethel Grove 
school house, It was on a big bluff, It lasted about 10 years, The 
lime kiln was in full Swing about 1910, The lime was hauled to Prairie 
Grove in wagons and loaded in freight cars, then shipped anywhere it 
was needed. There was a small village located around the kiln, 

Bethel Grove community has developed rapidly in the last 50 years. 
The main means of making a living at the present time are raising 
chickens, livestock, strawberries, grapes and apples, 


(This article was awarded first prize in the Junior High division of 
the 1952 WCHS essay contest.) 


Phe Baldwin Communit 
‘by Herman Ledford (Fayetteville Junior High School) 


The Baldwin community is five miles east of Fayetteville on Highway 
16, It is in the valley of White River, which meanders through the 
flood plain, Rather steep hills rise from the wide valley floor and 
provide homesites with expansive and scenic views characteristic of 
the Ozark region. Winding roads make the mountain areas accessible, 


The first settlers came .up the Arkansas River, bringing slaves with 
them, Judge Walker of Fayetteville settled the area where the Baldwin 
community now is, probably about 1830. Fulton Strain settled on the 
lower valley of Middle Fork and Pete Mankins settled just below, in 
what later became the Harris community, 


The slaves cleared all of the bottom lands and farmed them for the 
owners. The slaves then cleared up some of the land on the slopes and 
farmed it for themselves,They built log cabins and lived on the slopes 
that rise up from the flood plain. Plantatinn life here was much like 
that in the deep South, The slaves would work four or five days each 
week for their masters and two or three days on the land which pro- 
duced food for their own families. The plantation owners were kind to 
them and didn't break up the Negro families. 


After trying to grow cotton, which the settlers found fould not 
mature well, corn became the main crop on the plantations, They pro- 
duced some tobacco on the uplands, With the coming of the Civil War 
the plantation system came to a close, No battles were fought in this 
vicinity but raiding parties of both the North and Soth ventured 
through, 


At the close of the war, Judge Walker gave the Negroes their home 
and sizeable farms. There is one Negro cemetery on the side of Bare 
Hill, The Negroes were not satisfied on the farms, however, and soon 
they had sold them to white pioneers who came from Kentucky and Tenn- 
essee and other settlers. The colored people moved to the east side of 
Fayetteville and found occupations serving white families, 


At the close of the Civil War, people in the eastern states began to 
move west, The first families to settle in the valley were the Fergu- 
sons, Willifords, Hesters, Roberts, and Lewises, Holts came soon after- 
wards and established the first store, With the increased population, 
there were more children, which led to the founding of the first 
school in 1868, 


A log schoolhouse was built on about the same ground where Arthur 
Moore's dwelling now stands, It had no floor except what the Creator 
made in the beginning, The furniture was constructed of split timbe*s; 
it was early Colonial style --only much more rugged and not so smooth. 
The students used a slate and chalk for writing. The only availabie 
textbook for several years was a Blue-Back Spelling Book, The teacher 
was the source of much information for the students and the adult per 
ulation, He had been to school in the eastern states where there was 
more information available, after a few years a new school buildizg 
was erected with a wood floor,The school furniture was built of timber 
that had been sawed and planed, A few more textbooks were beinning to 
penetrate the Ozarks. 


By 1900 there were about one hundred pupils attending school here 
and demanding the utmost of the peadagogue. Ed Roberts says, "They 
began to get good teachers by this time." Mac Davis tis about the first 
teacher that he remembers, He taught algebra and physical geography. 
Will Couch went to school with Ed and they attended a couple of terms 
at the University of Arkansas, 


Many boys and girls went to school untill they were 20 years old. 
Mac Davis taught several years about the turn of the century, He pre- 
sented algebra and physical geography to the larger students. When the 
boy would get stuck on a problem, Albert Wood moved over by a window, 
took a chaw of "long green", and computed the problem—between pftui's. 
Frank and Lee Fletcher sat ona walnut seat that was propped up with 
blocks, They managed to make it squeak, spasmodically, then fall with 
a bang at least once a day. 


Daily attendance at Baldwin School in the early 1900's rose to about 
a hundred, After a decade the patrons tired of watching the building 
and teacher in such a crowded condition, went to work and built an 
addition, This two-room school with two teachers kas been maintained, 
In September 1949 Baldwin School was consolidated with the Fayette- 
ville public schools, It has been part of that system with all the 
privileges and supervision for the past three years. Last year was the 
last year for the old building. It has served a useful purpose and 
will long be remembered by those who have been inside its doors seek- 
ing knowledge, 


The Church of Christ developed from a meeting conducted by Eli Baker 
in the Holt schoolhouse in 1884, The services were conducted there un- 
til 1887 when Ransom Hester donated land and the people of the commun- 
ity erected a building to be used for school and church purposes. Two 
years later this building burned, but another was built on the same 
foundation, Church services were held in this building until 1948 when 
the congregation decided to provide new housing for church use, Billy 
Counts donated the land and the members constructed a new building for 
the Church of Christ. George Dockery has been the minister for the 
last five years. He not only had helped while the building was in 
progress but preached and helped in every way. Today the average Sun- 
day morning attendance is about 100. Some of the members who toiled so 
diligently are Leland Couch, Ford Roberts, Max Shofner, Hubert Hester, 
Eb Young, Rhoda Moon, and their families, relatives and friends. 


The Christian Church was established at Baldwin as the result of a 
meeting conducted by two ministers, Ragland and talker, in 1908, They 
brought a large tent and conducted a revival, Sixty-one persons became 
members and immediately began the construction of a church building. 
Services were held in the homes of the members until the building was 
completed, A picnic was held on the lawn at the time when the building 
was ready for use. After the day's services and everyone had gone home, 
someone noticed that the new building was on fire,Before enough people 
could get to the burning building, it had spread too much. So the 
church and all the furnishings were destroyed.Jess Moore held services 
in his home until the new building was erected. During the last two 
years the congregation has been remodeling the building.Robert Moffett 
minister of the Christian Church at Fayetteville, has met with them 
regularly, preaching and encouraging then to greater efforts. Mrs, 
Jess Moore and Mr, J.R.Stanberry are the oldest living members of the 
Christian Church, 


Baldwin once had a mining enterprise, Lucian Holland was digging a 
well on his place, about one and a half miles south of the Baldwin 
postoffice, and found a sizable vein of coal. He took some of it to 
the blacksmith shop in Fayetteville and found that it was good welding 
coal, He went to work and began to mine it, to sell to blacksmiths of 
the surrounding area. Others kept the mine in operation for several 
years, 


Recreational facilities are confined to fishing, hunting and similar 
entertainment, There ere a few saddle horses and now and then a hay- 
ride is not out of order. While River is generally ideal for a boat 
trip, Striped and brown bass get taken by the anglers who make these 
boat voyages. Catfish are plentiful and drum, jacksalmon, crappie, and 
red horse also are numerous, Quail are plentiful and each year enough 
are produced to provide good hunting. Some serecia lespedeza has been 
sown to promulgate bird production. Jasper Lacy is the leading coon 
hunter of our community, He usually has a good coon dog and knows 
where to go and find one of the ring-tails. 


A Boy Scout Troop was organized in June 1951, Robert Hughey is Scout 
Master and Cleon Gentry is assistant. The Baldwin School is sponsor, 
with George R. Ledbetter as institutional head, The adult committee is 
composed of the following patrons: Arthur Moore, Marvin Sexson, Pink 
VanHoose, Dan Hoskins Sr., Chester Shipman and Kenneth Yates. 


Charter members of the Boy Scout Troop No, 104 were: Marvin Dale 
Hoskins, Billy Joe Masters, Eugene Patrick, Jimmie Lee Sexson, Jerre 
VanHoose, Scott VanHoose, Aaron Tunstill, Wade Bale, Billy Beavers, 
Paul Tunstill, and Robert Tunstill. Mr, Hughey has worked diligently 
during the first year of the Troop's career.Being a member of the ROTC 
he has had access to much equipment essential to scouting. 


The Baldwin 4-H Club has functioned as a part of the school program. 
Meetings have been held during school hours, once each month, Donna 
VanHoose is president; Wilma Jean Stanberry vice-president, Jerre Van 
Hoose secretary-treasurer, and Larry Couch is song leader this year. 
Joanne Mathis has been one of the outstanding members. She has grown 
beef calves for her projects and has exhibited some fine animals the 
last three years, Wade Bale worked with chickens last year and showed 
a prize pen of them at the County Fair. He earned a trip to Chicago. 
Girls do some fine sewing and cooking, in carrying out this type of 
project, . 


The Home Demonstration Club was organized: in December 1930. There 
were eight charter members: Mrs. Keen, president; Mrs. Cyril Mix, 
secretary; Nora Moore, Mrs, Garland Lawson; Mrs. Lou Lawson; Mrs. 
Herman Toney; Mrs. Sam Couch, and Mrs, Hd:Roberts, The club has many 
fine accomplishments to its credit, The members began their endeavors 
by placing a gate at the entrance of the cemetery. There was good re- 
Sponse to a Home-Nursing course, The club has for many years visitec 
the sick .at the Veterans and other hospitals. It has sponsored ana 
assisted patients at the Old Folks Home, This year the club had a Red 
Cross training course. There are also projects in health, food, and 
clothing, In cooperation with the community.schoo] the club has bought 
a piano and loaned it to the school, The officers of the Baldwin Home 
Denonstration Club at the present time are: Mrs. Henry Baum, president; 
Mrs. S. Wilson, vice-president; Mrs. Leonard Couch, secretary; and Mrs. 
Mac Shofner, treasurer. 


The History of Mayfield 
by Bobby Fultz 


(This essay was awarded second prize in the Junior High division of 
the 1952 Washington County Historical Society essay contest. ) 


Mayfield has a varied and colorful history. One gravestone in the 
old graveyard above the school house is dated 1820, In the early days 
Methodist camp meetings were held near Hrush Creek, which winds its 
way past Mayfield to spill into White River. 


Not far from this site is one of the oldest houses in our community. 
It was built in 1879 and the lumber is believed to have been sawed at 
the old Peter VanWinkle sawmill in VanWinkle hollow, Bryant Shannon 
first owned the house, Harlan Harris is its present owner. 


In 1886 my great—grandfather, Huston Scott, bought equipment for a 
water mill from Green Morris, He repaired and got the equipment into 
running condition and installed the mill on Brush Creek, It washed 
away several times and was brought back and put in running order again 
but was finally washed away again, 


In 1897 a store, a mill and a blacksmith shop were built, The store 
was run by Bud Abney, who also built and operated the mill, He was the 
first postmaster of Mayfield, Tom Osburn operated the blacksmith shop, 


The year 1898 brought great things to Mayfield, A postoffice was 
built and the school house now being used was built, Before 1898 the 
mail was carried from Fayetteville to Huntsville. George Mayfield 
delivered it by horseback for $10 a month, 


After the postoffice was established the community had to have a 
name, The people wished to call it Macedonia but found there was an- 
other postoffice by that name in Arkansas, They then decided on May-— 
field in honor of the many people in the community by that name, 


When the school house was to be built, a contract was agreed upon 
with Isaac Taylor and his son Charlie, They agreed to build the school 
house for $50, with the help of the men of the community. Seats and 
desks were built also, and some of them are still in use, School was 
first held in 1899 and $6 pupils were enrolled by the first teacher, 
W. H. Shaffer, 


In the spring of 1925 a canniwg factory for processing tomatoes was 
built, The land was granted by Big Green Mayfield and the factory was 
operated by Walter and Bill Keeney for 15 years. After that the fac-— 
tory changed hands several times, It is the only faetory iw Mayfield 
and furnishes work in the fall for many Mayfield eommunity people, as 
well as furnishing a nearby market for tomatoes grown im this area, 


The blacksmith shop and the water—powered mill are no longer needed, 
but a postoffiee and store amd the sehoolhouse (were ehuyeh serviees 
are also held) form the core of a thriving commmity that we still 
proudly eo11 Mayfield, 


Some Facts about Cel,James McKissick and the Family 


by Alvin Seamster 


(Editor's note: The following interesting communication from Mayor Seamster 
ef Bentonville was provoked by a paragraph in a recent issue of FLASHBACK (Vel. 
2, No.5) in which I told‘about a McKissick gravestone in Fayetteville's Ever- 
green cemetery and expressed curiosity about the burial place of Colonel James 
ucKissick, who figured prominently in Fayetteville's early years. WdJL) 

The follewing information is from Austin Wheeler Smith's history ofthe Dick- 
son-McKissick-McHwen families; also from Steaf's History of Arkansas,Col,.James 
McKissick was born in‘Lincoln County,N.C., Feb.14, 1783, and died at Fort Gib- 
son, I.T., Jan,12, 1848, where he was Commissioner to the Chickasaw, Choctaw, 
Cherokee, Seminole and Creek Nations, His body was accempnied to his farm by an 
honor escort of red men and he was buried on his farm near the McKissick spring 
(near Bentonville), I have read the inscription on his tomb, which consists of 
a large slab about 4x9 feet, many times since I was a small boy. It reads: 

TO THE MEMORY OF COL. JAMZS McKISSICK, WHO DIED ON THE L2th 
DAY OF JANUARY 1848 IN THE 65th YEAR OF HIS AGE, IN TH# CONFI- 
DENC# OF A CERTAIN FAITH, IN THE COMFORT OF A R#ASONABLE RELISION 
AND HOLY HOPE OF FAVOR \.ITH THEE OUR GOD, AND IN P&RFECT CHARISY 
WITH THE VORLD. 
This stone is now in the Centerton cemetery, where it was moved about 25 years 
ago, with the stone at the grave of his wife, Mary Vance Greeb, whose stone 
almost contains an obituary, as follows: 
TO THE MEMORY OF MARY V. McKISSICK, CONSORT OF COL. JAMES 
McKISSICK, HO DEPARTED THIS LIFE ON THE 8th DAY OF DECEMBER, 
1854, IN THE ¢7th YEAR OF HER AGE, IN FULL COMMUNION }ITH THE 
CATHOLIC CHURCH AND OF CERTAIN FAITH WITH COMFORTABLE RELISION 
AND HOLY HOPE AND FAVOR WITH THE LORD GOD AND CHARITY V ITH*THE 
WORLD, | 
I was present to see these graves removed to make way for a garage, The graves 
were in a beautiful grove, but since being removed to the cemetery, are read 
many times each year by passers-by, 


Col,James McKissick was the son ef Daniel McKissick, who was a Colonel inthe 
Revolutionary War, His mother was Jane Wilson McKissick, who died at McKissick 
Springs, Benton County, July 4, 1844, and as far as I oan learn was buried in 
Evergreen cemetery in Fayetteville. Col, James McKissick was Court. Clerk both 
in Bedford County, Tenn., and in V.ashington County, Ark, He was a charter man- 
ber of the Masonic Lodge in Fayetteville. p 


My information on Col, Daniel McKissick is from Graham and Ramsey's history 
of North Carolina and Moore's History of North Carolina, page 269. I have a 
geegraphy purchased by Col,Daniel McKissick in 1797 when he was Clerk ofCourt 
of Lincoln County, N.C., and is autographed by him, one of his sons, and his 
grandson, Capt.Daniel Robert iicKissick, a Captain in the Confederate Army who 
recruited his men from Benton County, Arkansas, He, his wife, his father,David 
McKissick, and several of their slaves are buried in an old orchard 9n Spavinaw 
where as boys my brother and I often went swimming in the creek near the grave- 
yard, . 


Austin Wheeler Smith of Cookeville, Tenn., wrote the history of the Dicksom 
McEwen and Allied Families, and it was published at Cookeville July 1, 1943. 
This is very interesting to read, as so many of the Dicksons and McKissicks pana 
Greers came to Arkansas, Jacob R. Wilson, president of the Arkansas Senate in 
its 44th session, was a grandson of Major Ephraim D. Dickson, It is too mueh to 
burden you with the history of the various families that migrated in the 1830!s 
to Washington and Benton County, You might like to read it some time. 

—-Alvin Seamsber 


The Prairie Grove Chapter of the United Daughters of the Confederacy 


by Mrs. J. C. Parks 


When I undertook to assemble facts about the erganization of the 
Prairie Grove chapter of the UDC,and of the purchase of Memorial Park, 
there just didn't seem to be any available records, These events hap- 
pened about 50 years ago and in that length of time records tend to 
disappear and memories to grow dim, 


We do know that the lecal chapter of the UDC was erganized in 1906 
by Mrs.M.L.Hildebrand,wife of the publisher of the Prairie Grove news- 
paper at that time. Mrs.Hildebrand was a woman of considerable energy 
and ability, and coming recently from Virginia where there were many 
Daughters ef the Confederacy and learning that there were many here 
who were eligible,she promptly took the proper steps. The organization 
flourished from the beginning. In that day, before the many civic and 
social clubs we now have, it served not only as a means of preserving 
Southern manories but also as an opportunity for sacial gathering, For 
many years there was a large membership, at one time about 90, 


The Park was purchased soon after organization, In a search for mat— 
erial, Mrs, Maupin found the record of minutes of the Park trustees, 
which showed that the first meeting of the Park Association was held 
Sept, 2, 1908, at which time the following trustees were elected: Dr, 
W.B.Welch of Fayetteville, Judge R.O.Hannah, Mrs,Margaret Mock, Mrs, 
J.H.Zellner and Mrs,Mack Parks, 


In the minutes of Jan.19, 1909, the treasurer reported that $460 had 
been paid an the Park and that $390 had been borrowed froma Mr.Peacock 
(living here at that time). These minutes also showed that the members 
had pledged $1 cach toward the Park fund. In the record book is a list 
of citizens who had contributed various sums, a few as much as $10, 
However, some of us remember quite well that some of the money was 
raised by working in stands during Reunions. I remember the heat and 
dust and sometimes the rain and mud of those occasions, 


There were two reasons for the wish to purchase land for a Memorial 
Park -—— which land, by the way, belonged to Mr.Kibble Cummings, grand— 
father of Judge Maupin Cummings. One of the reasons was that it was a 
part afthe site of the Prairie Grove battle and it was te be set aside 
in perpetual memory of that occasion and of the heroism of the gallant 
men of both sides, Alse, there was need of a suitable place to hold 
the Annual Reunion of the Confederate Veterans, 


I should like to tell something of the recollections of the first 
Prairie Grove Reunion by one of our older citizens, Mr.George Wallace. 
This was in the summer of 188@. He was 15 years eld at the time and, 
naturally, such a big event would have made an indelible impression on 
a boy of that age in those days, The Prairie Grove Academy had just 
been completed, which was a two-story building standing where our High 
School building is now located. All the surrounding area was woodland 
and in those woods were the camps of those who had come from near and 
far in conveyances of many kinds. Many brought tents, His father, who 
was a Confederate veteran, had his son cut wagon-loads of cordwood and 
haul it to the grounds for the campfires. The speakers stand was built 
against the Academy building, Senator Berry was the principal speaker. 
The music was furnished by the Evansville band. Colonel Gunter led a 
parade in which there were between 800 and 900 veterans on horseback, 
Mr.Jim Meck was master of ceremonies, 


GOSHEN CEMETERY 


Goshen's attractive cemetery, framed by tall trees on three sides, 
is on Highway 45 in the center of the village. The Goshen folks have 
saved most of their century-eld field-stone markers, There are hun- 
dreds of them scattered through the graveyard, ferming an interesting 
contrast with modern monuments. The Goshen graveyard is large, and be- 
cause there is no crowding, it resembles a park, 


Many of the old families of the Goshen community are represented by 
four or five, and sometimes six, generations. The Oxfords and the 
Neills are typical. On the Oxford lots are dates ranging from 1816 to 
the present. The oldest Oxfords are James M, (1816-1882) and his wife 
Hetty (1818-1900), Their graves are covered with 4x5-foot slabs, laid 
flat gn the ground, Other members of the Oxford family are: 

Rebecta Oxford (1823-1892) 

John Oxford (1842-1923) and his wife Livonia (1842-1923) 
Joshua Oxford (1844-1927) and his wife Lugenia (1851-1940) 
Andy Oxford (1855-1937) and Susan Oxford (1852-1936) 
Ellen, wife of W. Oxford (1860-1882), and many others 


The Neills are found in several different places in the old grave- 
yard, They include: 
Alexander Neill, born in Kentucky (1802-1888) and wife Martha(1807-1888 ) 
Thomas B. Neill * (1839-1861) 
S. Jane Neill (1831-1905) 
John A, Neill (1827-1904) and his wife Nancey (1830-1911) 
George Neill (1856-1949) and his wife Louise (1856-1937) 
Thomas J, Neill (1860-1895) and his wife, Faner A. Clark (1867-1942) 


The Cannon contingent is headed by the pioneer, Jemima Cannan (1805- 
1862), Others are: grits 
William A, Cannon (1839-1919) and his wife Martha E. (1848-1924) 
Thomas M, Cannon (1846-1910) and his wife Mary C, (1846-1926) 


An interesting family group in the Goshen graveyard is the Coldwell- 
Culwell clan, There are many of them on adjoining lots, including: 
James Coldwell (1803-1880) and his wife Nancy (1812-1892) 

Lafayette Coldwell (1850-1871,) 

Daniel Coldwell (1853-1876) 

James Culwell (1838-1893) . 

Jasper N. Culwell (1845-1918) and his wife Mary J. (1854-1893) 

A marble marker in a corner of the cemetery says: "Aunt Liz, Eliza- 
beth Culwell, 1835-1934." Which:is 99 years, 


The pioneer Byrds in the old cemetery include: 
John Byrd (1830-1913) 
Anderson Byrd (1832-1905) and his wife Nancy (1848-1932) 
Also, "Permelia, wife of anderson Byrd" (1838-1874) 
Henry Byrd (1853-1920) and his wife Mary E. (1857-1937) 


The oldest birth dates in the Goshen cemetery are those of the Rev, 
William Sherrod, born in North Carolina (1788-1881) and his wife CAkhr— 
lotte, born in Virginia (1791-1883). Both reached the age of 92. 


Among the Dutton burials are those of Rev. Moses Dutton (1816-15 5) 
and his wife Elizabeth L, (1821-1903), and Rev.J.W,.DPutton (1842-1395 ) 
and his wife Margaret A, (1833-1924). 


There is an interesting group of 16 field-stone markers in regular 
alignment, with an unusual sandstone column in the middle that bears 
the name Small and the dates 1828-1881, 


There are hundreds of pioneers buried here who came to the Goshen 
neighborhood or were born there before the War, Among the older ones: 
P. S. Scott (1810-1908) and his wife Sophia (1823-1886) 

C. P. Baker (1819-1888) 

J. D. McEwen (1820-2904) and his wife N.E. (1826-1896) 
Lucinda, wife of John B. Phillips (1826-1907) 

Carolyn Clayton (1829-1914) 

F, Hash (1828-189/,) 

Ducy, mother of John White (1830-1894) 

Sarah Jane, wife of W. H, Howard (1830-1892) 

Dorcas, wife of Jacob Bond (1832-1888) 

Isaac Sweeney (1831-1897) and his wife Sarah E. (1840-1935) 
Thomas W. Frost (1833-1916) and Polly Frost (1826-1895) 

J. R. Kelly (1833-1897) 

G. W. Gregg (1834-1902) 

Andrew Hawkins Campbell (1834-1919) and wife Mary E. Hamill (1857-1895) 
Edward P, Stringfield (1835-1882) 

Opha Chenowith (1835-1925) 

Elijah Mayfield (1836-1930) and his wife Sarah J. (1837-1909) 

There are several generations of Donaldsons, headed by William (1835- 
1917) and his wife Nancy A. (1833-1926) 


Some of the fine old gravestones of years ago can be found on the 
Tunstill lot, Here are buried: 
J. G. Tunstill (1835-1920) and his wife M.C. (1837-1913) 
James A. Tunstill (1861-1898) and Ella T. Tunstill (1863-1950) 
J. W. Tunstill (1864-1926) and his wife C.A. (1866-1951) 
Ida T., wife of C.S. Tunstill (1869-1894) 


Among the pioneers on the Walker lot are: 

B. F, Walker (1820-1906) and his wife L. J. (1827-1912) and their son 
John (1858-1890) 

B. F. Walker Jr. (1865-1896) and his wife Mary M. (1866-1896) 

S. F. Walker (1849-1917) and his wife Margaret E, (1852-1908) 


The oldest graves on the Denton lot are: Jacob Denton (1804-1888) and 
his wife Lydia C, (1813-1881); and James L. Denton (1836-1882) 

The name Phillips is quite common in the Goshen cemetery. Among the 
older graves are: 
W. M. Phillips (1838-1918) and his wife Mattie A. (1844-1923) 
William R. Phillips (1848-1905) and Julia A. Phillips (1854-1894) 

The Bucklys include: J. S. Buckly (1822-1888); and James H. Buckly 
(1854-1934) and his wife Jennie (1861-1942) 


Goshen dead who had birth dates in the 1840's and 50's include: 
W. H. Villyard (1840-1920) and his wife Amanda E. (1846-1928) 
Mary Monroe (1841-1888) 

Strather L. Gilliland (1840-1922) and his wife Mary E. (1851-1928) 
E. F. Norris (1840--1924) and his wife Nancy C. (1850-1917) 
W. Y. Wilkerson (1842-1889) and his wife Nancy E. (1856-7). 
The Wilkerson lot has four classic gravestones of the 80's, 
J. W. Kendrick (1844-1922) and his wife Susan K. (1841-1911) 
T. N. Barnett (1845-1927) 
Richard M. Clark (1845-1921) and his wife Sarah C. (1853-1925) 


N. J. Cate (1846-1908) 

Margaret Ann, wife af E. B. Shipley (1846-1881) 

Mary E. Hamlin (1848-1915) 

Rebecca, wife of D, G. Hale (1849-1894) 

J. P. Mayes (1850-1894) and wife M, L. (1854-1927) 

S. J. Oliphant (1851-1932) and wife Sarah kK. (1864-1887) 

H, M. Scott (1853-1891) and his wife Dellia (1861-1940) 

A, A. Langham (1853-189) and his wife Lenza L. (1852-1943) 
J. A, Sharp (1853-191@) and wife, Caledonia Stringfellew (1858-1937) 
Fletcher C. Sharp (1856-1935) 

J. B. Frost (1854-1913) and wife L.J.Walker Frost (1861-1943) 
Isaac Benson (1855-1928) am wife Annis T.P. (1862-1907) 


Civil War soldiers mried at Goshen include: 

J.K.P. Tisdale (1839-1928) of Co,D, 24th Indiana Infantry, and his 
wife Mary A. (1851-1925) 

John Fitzpatrick (1827-1909), whose tombstone says "The Soldier" 

Sgt. Benjamin F, Little of Co.D, lst Arkansas Cavalry CSA, in the 
Civil War, amt his wife Caroline E. (1846-1910) 


A World War I soldier was Floyd Whilleck, who died Feb.1, 1920. 


Some of the family names in the Goshen cemetery, not mentioned abeve: 


Ballew Duncan Head Risley 
Barnwell Dunlap Henderson Steadman 
Bell Dutton © Johnston Swift 
Blade Dyer Jones Todd 
Boyd Gardner MciG.bben Trammell 
Carden Gayer Meredith Weidner 
Cate Gilbert Parker Williams 
Cline Glenn Pitts hoolsey 
Davis Grey ~ Redick 
Donaldson Harris 

MAYFIELD 


This old graveyard, the burial groumd of the pioneer Mayfield familys 
has been in use for nearly a century, It is locateg en a hill a short 
distance south of the village of Mayficlqa in the northeastern part of 
the county, There are several burials of the 18@0!'!s but fieldstone 
markers and gravestones with illefyible inscriptions indicate an earli- 
er use of the cemetery, 


In the center of the graveyard are the grayes of the pioneer who 
gave his name to the settlement — James Mayfielg@ (1801-1865), his 
wife Matilda (1818-1892), their daughter Pelly (1842-1902),and another 
daughter Susan (1841-1892) who was the wife of J. K. Langley. Several 
children of the Langleys are buried near by, including a child James 
who died in 1867 and Allen A, (1872-1892), 

The attractive gravestones ef the 90's were made by M.U.Kelly of 
Garficld, Ark, . 

Among the other burials in the Mayfield cemetery are: 

George W. Sowcll (1854-1891) and wife Pamelia L. dee «aa 
William F, Clayton (1856-1950) and wife Mantie (1854-1910) 
W. G, Mayfield (1859-1935) 

Mary E, Griffin (1867-1935) 

Thomas Reynolds (1871-1890) 


SUNSET 


If its hundreds of fieldstone markers had inscriptions, then the 
Sunset cemetery, 6 miles cast of Winslow, would be able to supply much 
information about the early settlers of the southern part of the county. 
Fieldstones far out-number monuments in this old graveyarée, 


Just east of the cemetery stands the old white 2-story church-school- 
lodge hall, with a belfry, resembling the Primitive Baptist Church in 
Springdale, Just south of the old building stands a new and modern 
frame school, 


The Osburns, Hensons and Skeltons dominate the cemetery but many 
other early Washington County families are represented, Among the pio- 
ncer Osburns buried at Sunset are Jonathan Osburn (1807-1875), whose 
gravestone is worn almost smooth (a crayon-rubbing job brought out the 
inscription), and the following: 

Henry Osburn (1827-1871) 

William H. Osburn (1847-1914) and wife Lydia (1849-1937) 
Walter Osburn (1858-1927) and wife Sarah E. (1853-1940) 
Wiley Osburn (1860-1949) 


The pioneer Hensons are represented by: 
Phoebe, wife of Jesse Hensen (1828-1904) 
Sarah Henson Paschal, wife of Thomas C. (1845-1929) 
William, husband of Sarah Henson (1849-1881) 
James Hensan (1851-1923) and wife Sarah Phelon (1858-1908) 


The pioneer Skeltons in the Sunset burying ground are: 
Casania, wife of Ralph Skelton (1812-1900) 
Robert Skelton (1834-1882) and Julia Skelton (1840-1925) 
John R. Skelton (1860-1937) and Perlina J. Skelten (1862-1945) 


The Sunset cemctery was in use before the Civil War, but the carli- 
est dated burial is that of an infant, Nancy Owen, whe was born and 
die@a in 1865, 


Among the pieaneers buricd at Sunset are the follewing: 
Frances Johnsen (1813-1903) 
James Brown (1819-1872) 
John Winkle (1819-1892) 
Christena Smallwood (1824-1888) 
J. H. Taylor (1825-1891) 
Nancy, wife of Wily Blevins (1827-1881) 
John R. McElvea (1833-1899) 
Mary Brown (1835-1898) 
John W. Long (1837-1912) 
Jeseph H. Butts (1838-1899) and wife Mary E. (1847-1903) 
M. H. Perdue (1842-1901) 
Louisa, wife of G. Fairchilds (1849-1885) 
Lem M. France (1851-1941) 
Mary J. Terry (1858-1889) 
James L. Dockery (1861-1947) and wife Mary E. (1862-1933) 
William L. Evans (1864-1875), a beautiful old-fashioned gravestone 
Phelan Tackett (1863-1941) and wife Amanda (1873-1949) 


Other family names found in the Sunset cemetery are: Blevins, Coker, 
Cole, Fields, Guinn, Hampten, Lewis, Long, McCracken, Matthews, Mock, 
Meadors, Schader, Porter, Secly, Shoek, Southard, Wise, 


McCORD CEMETERY 


The McCord cemetery (also known as the Robbins cemetery) is a large 
burial ground located atop a hill just off Highway 16 east of Elkins. 
It contains many fieldstone markers of the early days, some 15 vaults 
of the 50's and 60's, numerous marble memorials ef the 70's, and many 
handsome granite monuments of more recent years, In fact, the past ten 
decades can be easily traced in the McCord cemetery. 


A unique feature is a group of ten eentury-old burial vaults in the 
far part of the cemetery, among them three Hood ehildren who died in 
1851. Nearby is a group of four elaborate vaults of the Carter family. 
These are of a unique design, as shown in these sketches: 


Members of the Carter family buried here include: 
George W. Carter (1800-1875) and wife Nancy E. (1815-1892) 
George W. Carter (1852-1926) 
Three Carters who were soldiers in the Confederate army are buried in 
the McCord cemetery. They are: 
Benjamin H, Carter, Co.K, Stirman's Regiment, CSA 
J. H. Carter, Co.D, 17th Arkansas Infantry, CSA 
L. B, Carter, Co.E, 17th Ark.Inf, CSA, and wife Rhoda E. (1843-1909) 


Other Civil War veterans who sleep here are: 

Samuel Watts, Co.B, 2nd Kansas Cavalry USA 

T. J. Harmom, Co.K, 1st Arkansas Cavalry CSA 

Frederick Gray, Co.F, 15th Indiana Infantry USA 

Daniel Ritter, Co.A, lst Ark.Inf., and wife Minerva (1836-1913) 

J. K. Pool (1843-1932), Chief Trumpeter, lst Arkansas Cavalry USA, and 
wife Sarah Frances (1853-1933) 


The Springstun family is well represented in the McCord cemetery, 
including quite a number who died in the 1860's, The patriarch, William 
Springstun (1803-1875) and his wife Emeline (1805-1876) have fine old 
marble monuments. Here also are 
Maria Springstun (1830-1858) 

Marinda Springstun (1832-1860) 
W. S. Springstun (1834-1902) and his wife (1835-1864) 


The Foster family is represented by: 
John Foster (1827-1900) and wife Nancy (1831-1886) 
W. A. Foster (1850-1922) and wife Josephine (1852-1920) 
J. D. Foster (1858-1890) and Adeline Foster (1863-1931) 
Richard H. Foster (1861-1938) and wife Mary A. (1858-1915) 


Among the pioneers buried here are: 
Henry Bushart (1801-1891) and wife Sarah (1803-1888) 
J. W. Huff (1815-1891) and wife Dicy (18097-1888) . 
Ambros Clark (1818-1896) and wife Salina (1823-1897) 
John Masters (1820-18964) 
Thomas Yaung (age 70) and wife Martha 
Joel H. Webb (1825-1888) and wife Margaret E. (1830-1911) 
W. A. McKinzie (1826-1895) and wife (1) Mary (1828-1873) and 
(2) Mary F, (1849-1879) 
J. W. McCord (1827-1904) and wife Martha J. (1826-1889) 
M. A. Carrigan (1828-7) 
A. S. White (1829-1896) and wife Maria (1829-1920) 
Margaret Robbins (1830-1918) 
Martha Smith (1831-1864 ) 
Nancy M., wife of J. T. Young (1832-1876) 
James F, Hood (1833-1924) and wife Rebecca (1838-1904) 
B. Frank Price (1833-1908) and wife Sarah (1843-1917) 
William Y, Ramsey (1835-1920) and wife Sarah (1838-1920) 
Sarah A,, wife of W. H. Kennedy (1837-1876) 
Zachariah Kinnion (1838-1902) and wife Mary G. (1849-1921) 
Mark D, Lucas (1839-1914) and wife Mary (1840-1931) 
Vian Robbins (1839-1916) 
H. G. Thompson (1840-1912) 
Mary E. McKinzie (1841-1927) 
C. M. Jones (1842-1922) and wife Esther (1848-1922) 
Grace Gu®lkey McGary (1843-1929) 
W. M. Roehl (1846-1921) 
W. F. Young (1846-1903) and (?) T. Young (1847-1881) 
Mary 0., wife of Owen O. Hannah (1848-1928) 
Francis N., wife of G. W. Young (1848-1877) 
William Clark (1850-1906) and wife Dollie A. (1850-1933) 
Guss D. Lewis (1850-1932) and wife Casander E. (1854-1928) 
James J. Watts (1852-1908) and wife Elizabeth Robbins (1851-1939) 
John W. Floyed (1852-1885) 
J. H. Clark (1852-1923) and wife S.L. (1861-1940) 
Louis L. Meeker (1853-1931) and wife Laura A. (1868-1940) 
Margaret S. Riley (1854-1932) 
Samuel P, Carrigan (1855-1939) and wife S. Josephine (1860-1936) 
David James Ray (1855-1926) and wife Sarah C. (1857-1919) 
Martha Carrigan (1855-1881) 
John F. Baswell (1856-1935) and wife Martha Elizabeth (1848-1933) 
William J. White (1856-1933) and wife Sarah Francis (1852-1898) 
Frank T. Sperry (1856-1930) 
Sohn L. Masters (1860-1879) 
Rev. Daniel C. Thurman (1864-1961) 


Two interesting old burial vaults in the McCord cemetery are those 
of Izibiah Ramsey, who died in 1861, and Benjamin Potter, on whose 
tomb is engraved: "Sacred to the memory of Bengemon (Benjamin) Potter, 
husban (husband) of Zibiah Potter, decast (deceased) Jan. 21, 1855." 


A beautiful granite monument stands over the grave of Charles A, 
Jones of the U.S. Air Reserves "who lost his life on a routine flight 
June 23, 1949." 


Other World War I and II soldiers buried here include: 


Charles Lorin Dareing, 3rd Cavalry 

Willard P. Hughey (1890-1950), 3rd Regt., F.A. Repl.Depot - 
Charles L. Foster, 1st Field Artillery, WW I 

Clyde W. Lewis (1919-1945), 20th Infantry, WW II 

Archie C. Collins, Chief Yeoman, U.S.Navy, 1939 


Other family names found in the McCord cemetery, most of them of more 
recent date, are: 


Blevins Griffith Lueas Rogers 
Brink Hall McCuistion Smith 
Clark Hammond McCullah Stanley 
Cobb Hannah McKinnon Stewart © 
Counts ~ . Hendrickson Marquardt Stokenbury | 
Crudup Hood Milam Thornsberry 
Drain Hopkins Mitchell Vance 
Dudley Jarnagan Moore Watkins 
Foster Kinion O'Neal White 
Gaifies <-> «— Krebs | Owens Williford 
Griffin Lawson Read | Wilson 
COHEA 


This cemetery is located five miles north of Rheats Mills and about — 
a mile west ef the Prairie View school, It is not an old cemetery, al- 
though there are many fieldstone markers, 20 of them just inside the 
entrance gate, The Cohea dead outnumber all other families. Among the 
older Coheas are: 
Gilbert Cohea (1822-1901) and wife Margaret C. (1826-1907) 
J. W, Cohea (1847-1927) and S. R. Cohea (1847-1916) 
Mary J. Cohea (1853-1925) 
Perry A. Cohea (1859-1919) 


Other pioneers buried in this (graveyard are: 
W. Asher (1820-1892) 
Susannah Rose, (1835-1884) | 
Martha N., wife of William Thurman (1847-1911) 
Harriett C. Snodgrass (1849-1942) 
Mary Eads (1851-1921) 
J. E, Bowling (1855-1940) and wife Fannie M. (1857-1935) 
B. F, Wilson (1857-1923) and wife Nancy Meredith Wilson (1864-1944) 
James C. Mateer (1856-1933) and wife Nettie A. (1867~1942) 
Landon H. Winstead (1856-1931) and wife Lowisie I. (1858-1935) 
M@llard F. Vinson (1858-1931) and wife Katie E. (1872-1948) 
Frank A, Smith (1859-1916) 
Ed Hooper (1862-1928) and wife Hilda (1861-1936) 
Ernest Smith (1862-1940) and wife Sarah E. (1865-7) 
Miley A. Asher, wife of I. L. Mahoney (1867-1887) 
William D, Proffitt (1870-1940) and wife Lona L. (1876-7) 


Soldiers buried in this cemetery are: 
Elmer "Frank" Eads (1882-1951), US Infantry, World War I 
William H. Slaughter (1898-1947), 75th Artl., C.A.C., World War I 
Thomas A. Slaughter (1924-1944), 75th Infy., 29th Div., World War II 
Jesse L. Rowe, 142nd Field Arty., ANG (died 1941) 


WOOLSEY 


This cemetery, on Highway 71 just east of the Woolsey bridge, is an 
old ene, dating back to the 1840's, It was probably the Hutchens fam- 
ily burying ground originally, and there are some 40 Hutchens graves 
in the west part of the cemetery—-all in neat rows, Among them are: 
Aquilla Hutchens (1804-1900) 

Anderson Hutchens (1807-1862) and Jane Hutchens (1813-18764) 
James A. Hutchens (1837-1858) 

AL Hutchens (1838-1914) and wife Margret (1842-1908) 

J. C. Hutchens (1847-1913) and wife Mary Elizabeth (1852-1918) 
A. W. Hutchens (1858-1877) 

J. W. Hutchens (1860-1902) and wife Lillie (1867-1904) 

A century and a half after the birth of the first Washington County 
Hutchens, another Hutchens gave his life for his country -—- in a far- 
away part of the world, His gravestone says: "Sgt.1/c Lawrence W. 
Hutchens (1918-1950). Killed in action in Korea," 


The Woolseys, who gave their name to the town of Woolsey, and the 
Pitkins, who gave their name to West Fork's earlier settlement, amd 
buried under an oak tree, a few yards from busy Highway 71. Here lie: 
Jas, W. Woolsey, a Civil "War soldier of Co.I, 6th U.S. Infantry 
Harriet Voolsey (1846-1893 ) 

John Woolsey (1850-1915) and wife Miranda (1858-1917) 
J. M, Pitkin (1860-1928) and Lillie Pitkin (1870-1938) 


The most beautiful, and probably the oldest, gravestone in Woolsey. 
cemetery stands over the graves of Shadrach Triexam (1778-1859) and his 
wife Mary (1780-1857), both born in Nerth Carolina, 


The pioneer Stenesifer family is represented in the Woolsey grave— 
yard by: 
John S, Stonesifer (1804-1881) 
Wm. Stonesifer (1831-1908) ‘and Sarah J. Stonesifer (1828-1909) 
David Stonesifer (1843-1908) 
Nancy Stonesifer (1853-1932) 
Michel B. Stonesifer (1860-1924) and Rhoda E. Stonesifer (1866-1942) 


There are many Caudles in the Woolsey cemetery, including: 

Mary R., wife of Dr. John Caudle (1820-1891) 

Sion R. Caudle (1844-1909) of Co.A, 32nd Illinois Infantry, and his 
wife, Amy L. Caudle (1850-1928) 

Samuel W. Caudle (1859-1921) and wife Mattie E. (1859-1893) 


Among the Gilstraps sleeping in Woolsey cemetery ‘are two Civil War 
soldiers — Corporal Benjamin Gilstrap and Captain J. M. S95 pe both 
of Co, D, lst Arkansas Cavalry. 


Other pioneers buried at Woolsey include: 

W. S. Bush (1814-1892) 

Jencie Ann, wife of R. C. Smith (1836-1915) 

Sarah J., wife of J. D. Wood (1843-1891) 

T. J. Doyle (1847-1913) and wife Nancy (1859~1931) 

George C. Price (1844-1933), who was amember of the 6th Tennessee 
Mounted Infantry in Civil War, and his wife, L. Jane (1852-1901) 

J. M. Smith (1853-1908) and wife Rebecca J. (1854-1904) 

Isaac M. Gnith (1859-1941) 


~ MT. COMFORT 


The graveyard at Mt. Comfort, 4 miles northwest of Fayetteville, is 
one of the oldest in the county, having been in use since about 1830. 
The oldest burial date on any of the ancient tombstones is 1836 but 
there are many earlier graves marked by rough field-stones or sand- 
stone slabs from which the crude lettering has vanished. The 1836 date 
is probably one of the earliest burial dates on any Washington County 
tombstone. So far, only six earlier dates have been found, 


It was during the 1840's and 1850's -—- Mt. Comfort's "golden age" 
when Robert Mecklin's Ozark Institute was flourishing -- that the cem- 
etery acquired many distinguished dead. And these distinguished pion- 
eers -— the Carnahans, Rieffs, Pittmans, Wilsons, Dicksons, Skeltons, 
Washingtons, Applebys, and many more -— were honored with beautiful 
monuments which still,after a century, retain their dignity and charn, 
There are more old, quaint, and beautiful grave markers and burial 
Yaults at Mt.Comfort than in most other.Washington County cemeteries, 


The pioneers of the 1830!s did not like crowding, whether living or 
dead. So, groups of old gravestones can be found in all parts of this 
large cemetery, and every group has a sentimental appeal all its own. 
There is, for example, the walled-up burial plot, really a huge vault 
with individual marble markers set in the wall, of Rebecca Carnahan 
(1806-1844) and three of the Carnahan children, all of whom died in 
the 1840's; Sarah E,, Arildah J., and James M, MThe Carnahans, of 
course, were one of our county's very first families (1828) and can be 
found in almost every cemetery in the western part of Washington Coun- 
ty and in Benton County, 


The Mt.Comfort contingent of the Carnahans is headed by the Rev. Adam 
Carnahan (1801-1871) and his wife Lucy MW. (1809-1879). He sleeps under 
a huge arched limestone slab that covers the entire grave, Near him 
are buried I. N. Carnahan (1843-1896) and the Rev. D.W.Carnahan (1847- 
1880), Near the Carnahans are buried Rev. Isaac T. Noland (1813-1848) 
and Eliza M. Nolen (1820-1883). They may be husband and wife, for the 
early tombstone makers’ frequently misspelled names, A massive stone 
burial vault built in 1848 surmounts the Rev.Noland's grave, 


The Washington lot at Mt. Comfort contains the dust that was Mary A. 
Washington (1811-1901) and two Washington children: Tucy,born in 1847, 
and Rebecca, born in 1849. There is also a headstone bearing the 
initials J.W. | 


In the farthest corner of the Mt. Comfort cemetery are three unusual 
burial vaults that house the remains of Yames Wilson (1773-1857), 
Ephraim Dickson (1787-1852) and Isabella Dickson Wilson, "consort of 
Alfred M, Wilson (1829-1857), The center vault, completely enclosed, 
is built of heavy stcnes. The other two are 3x8-foot limestone slabs 
resting on stone piers. Beside these vaults. is a marble monument that 
marks the burial place of J.L.Dickson (1817-1868), 


Some of the finest and best-preserved examples of the early tomb- 
stone maker's art ‘are found on the Rieff lot. Two of the gravestones 
are signed by the makers -= P. B. Stout and A.K. Chandler. It would be 
interesting to know something about these men who a century ago carved 
intricate designs in sandstone and chiseled beautiful inscriptions 
that are as legible today as when they were cut in the stone, 


The largest of the Rieff gravestones marks the last resting place of 
Joseph Rieff, who was born in 1789. The stone is 5 feet tall and 3 
feet wide and bears this inscription: 

To the memory of Joseph Rieff 
who departed this life November the 10th, 1856 
in the 467th year of his age 
and in the full assurance of that rest which 
remains for the righteous 

Joseph Rieff lost two sons at the age of 17 and 19. Their grave- 
stones, bearing a design similar to the father's, are 2x4 feet in size 
and bear the following inscriptions: 


Telemachus Rieff 1821-1840 Leonedus Rieff 1828-1845 
He lived half his days He rejoi ced in God at the 
to the Lord : pain of Death 


A fourth gravestone on the Rieff lot is that of a child, W.C. Rieff 
(1853). It is 13x 3 feet in size. The shape of the Rieff markers with 
their stylized raised design is shown in the accompanying sketches, 
Each of the graves has a footstone on which the initials are chiseled, 


2xh 3x5 ft. exh 
c Pl Leonidus 
1821 - 1840 1789 -- 1856 1828-1845 


Not far from the Rieff lot is a large sandstone marker  bear- 
ing the name "Sarah Ann" - no dates and no other information, It is 
an adult's grave. Some amateur historians believe this is the ggeave of 
Sarah Ann Ridge, who moved to Washington County after her illustrious 
Gherokee husband, John Ridge, was assassinated near Tahlequah in 1839, 
It could be -— but there is no proof, 


Two old graves are those of James Byrnside (1788-1848) and his wife 
Margaret (1796-1840). As is known, the Byrnsides operated one of the 
first hotels (stage coach inn) in Fayetteville in the 1830's, James 
Byrnside's grave is covered with a 4x8 foot stone slab. Mrs.Byrnside 
has a highly ornamented marble monumezrt. This would seem to indicate 
that they were people of some wealth and prominence, 


The Pittman family has a large raised burial plot at Mt.Comfort con- 
taining many old and fine gravestones, A massive burial vault con- 
tains the dust of the first of the Pittmans to come to Washington County— 
James C. Pittman (1809-1847). The first burial on the Pittman lot was 
in 1840 -- of an infant named Eliza, Her tombstone and that of James 
C, Pittman were sculptured by a momument maker named C,.Brading, who de- 
serves attention from historians, Other early burials on the Pittman 
lot were tw children -- Solomon Pittman, who died 1849, and John T, 
Pittman (1857). Later Pitbtmans who sleep in the family lot are: 

Samuel P. Pittman (1836-1915) and his wife Sarah Boone (1833-1907) 
J. M. Pittman (1838-1900) and his wife Margaret (1844~1894) 
41860 on the nittman lot is the erave of Marv A. West (1817-1859) 


Among the earliest burials in the Mt. Comfort cemetery is Troy H., 
3-year-old son of William. and Mary Skelton, who died in 1841. Also 
buried here is Fanny L. Skelton (1835-1860). Both of these graves have 
the quaint sandstone markers of long ago. Other members of the Skelton 
family who are buried at Mt. Comfort are: Mrs. Polly Skelton (1807- 
1886), James A. Skelton (1826-1862), Miss Meck Skelton (1838-1892) and 
Miss Nancy A. Brown (1834-1865). 


The many burial vaults (built above the ground) in the Mr. Comfort 
cemetery are of considerable interest. There is one that bears the in- 
scription: "Here lies James Parr's two little daughters." Two huge cut 
stones, 2x3x5 feet, cover the graves of Robert Bell (dates illegible) 
and "Little Bobbie" who died in 1855. 


A large stone vault houses the body of Eliza R. Dean (1815-1853), 
"consort of Doctor Charles Dean," A smaller vault bears the name, 
"Sarah E,Dean", An "e" ad added to the Dean name on the nearby graves 
of: Charles W. Deane (1810-1886) and his wife Caledonia (1828-1911) 
and George F. Deane (1847-1923) and his wife Mary E. (1851-1931) 


A group of old graves near the center of the Mt, Comfort cemetery 
mark some of the earliest burials, including: 
Mary Isabel (died 1836), daughter of Elizabeth McCurdy (1770-1845) 
Margaret E. (1836-39), daughter of H. & M. Appleby (1836-1839) 
Kliza Jane Stout, infant, died 1847 
John Sparks (1833-1853) 
Solomon Sparks (1790-1862) 
James McCurdy (1791-1866) 
Isaac Jack (1831-1868) 
William C. Stout (1848-1872) 


Another group of lovely old gravestones marks the burial place of: 
Matilda E. Lamb (1843-1857) 
Albert Lasater, son of J.T. and A.Appleby (died 1857) 
Martha A,, wife of J.M.Moore (1801-1860) 
William Plank (1826-1860) 
Elizabeth Hawk (1802-1867) 
Winfield S. Rollins (1852-1867) 
Rose, "consort of S.M.Stockard" (1851-1885) 


On the Reagan lot are three marble burial vaults, Two of them con- 
tain the dust of infants -- John Reagan, died 1843, and Charles Jeff- 
erson Reagan, died 1847. The center vault is highly ornamented but the 
inscription is illegible, It probably contains the remains of the 
father of the two Reagan babies, 


Among the hundreds of quaint old tombstones are the following: 
Banjamin Wilson (?-1856) and two Wilson children: Emily (1855) and 
George E. (1856) 
Susannah P,, wife of Henry McKinzie (1817-1860) 
Mrs, Sally Barclay (1837-1857) 
William Cunningham (1797-1876) and John M. Cunningham (1832-1845) 
Elizabeth Brixey (1788-1858) and Mary Brixey (1833-1846) 
Melvina E. Denny (1825-1848) 
Jacob Kifer (1789-1849) 
Solomon Tuttle (1775-1852) 
E. G. Crockett (1804-1888) 
Daniel A. Boone (1864-1897) 


Among the early settlers of the Mt. Comfort community who now sleep 
in this country churchyard are: 
James Patterson (1802-1893) 
Amos Mount (1813-1854) and Lively Mount (1814-1879) 
Abraham, husband of Mary B, Jack (1806-1887) 
John M. Shrum (1813-1887) 
Jonathan Clark (1814-1896) and his wife Susan Herron (1813-1896) 
Rev, Daniel Walrod (1809-1892) 
Rev. Silas L. Suttle (1810-1892) and wife Rebecca (1814-1896) 
James M. Tuttle (1811-1878) 
Lucinda Perkins (1814-1888) 
James Litteral (1811-1882) and wife Ruhanna (1805-1886) 
Jessie Bonham (1819-1882) and wife Lydia L. (1825-1907) 


The Taylor family is represented in the Mt.Comfort cemetery by: 
Alfred Taylor (1809-1891) and wife Mary A. (1817-1890) 
George R. Taylor (1844-1906) 
A. J. Taylor (1849-1884) and wife Jane (1847-1905) 

The Cook family lot contains: 


Minerva Cook (1814-1871) James W. Cook (?-1845) 
George M, Cook (1844-1862) Eliza J. Cook (1834-1859) 
James A. Cook (1841-1859) Jacob Cook (1855-1862) 

On the Rainwater lot are these old burials: 
Delila Rainwater (1815-1849) Tempa Rainwater (1815-1849) 


Malvin A, Bell Rainwater (1853-1861) 

On the Brown lot are these pioneers: 

Ransom Brown (1810-1855) Nancy Brown (1818-1870) 
William Brown (1839-1861) Martha Brown (1853-1918) 

On the Goodrich lot are: A, T. Goodrich (1852-1935) and his wife, 
Tennessee Walker (1850~1924), Also, Susan H. Walker (1840-1925) 

The Coldwells are represented in Mt.Comfort cemetery by these pio- 
neers: A.B,Coldwell (1812-1957) and wife Czarina (1820-1857), and A.B. 
Coldwell (1847-1894). 

The Swagerty lot contains: 

Rev. T.J.A,Swagerty (1819-1901) and his wife Mary (1820-1883) 
A. J. Swagerty (1841-1921) and his wife Ellen (1847-1923) 


Civil War soldiers buried at Mt.Comfort are: 

Joseph Mount, Co.F, 117th Indiana Infantry (1846-1909) 

Granville 0, Fisk, Co,A, 57th Indiana Infantry 

Edward Hujs, Co.E, 6th Kansas Cavalry 

Lt, Philip McGuire, Co.C, 1st Arkansas Cavalry (1844-1929). The McGuire lot 
also contains the grave of a World War II soldier -— Loyd E. McGuire 


Among the Mt.Comfort dead who were born in the 1820's are: 
John B. Rainwater (1820-1910) and his wife Mary (1820-1890) 
John Bonham (1822-1883) 

J. M. Thurman (1822-1886) and his wife Jane (1824-1899) 

Phoebe J,, wife of Wno,Brown (1822-1898) 

Catherine B., daughter of Rev. Burrow and Matilda Buckner (1822-1907) 
Harvey L. Bales (1823-1896) 

Jordan W. Hall (1823-1901) and his wife Annie E. (1824~1909) 
Ruben S. Bement (1824-1908) and his wife Mary A. (1826-1889) 
Dominicus Gray (1824-1891) 

F, B. Kilgrease (1824-1892) and his wife Sarah A, (1916) 

J. B. White (1825-1890) and his wife Martha C, (1830-1912) 
Captain Rufus A. Peck (1825-1897) 

Payton K, Thomas (1825-1894) and his wife Martha J. (1840-1896) 
John T, Appleby (1826-1908) and his wife Almira (1836-1924) 


Capt. J. E. Ham (1826-1908) and his wife Sarah E. (1843-1900) 
A. J. Park (1826-1873) 

E. H. Wilson (1827-1912) 

Thomas M. West (1828-1900) 

John T. Smith (1830-1904) and his wife Margaret (1825-1889) 


Pioneers born in the 1830!s who sleep in Mt,Comfort cemetery are: 
John P. Moore (1830-1917) and his wife Emily E.C. (1834-1891) 
Andrew T. Appleby (1830-1875) 

James Donnell McCurdy (1831-1875) 

H. H. Cook (1832-1909) 

John Carney (1832-1918) 

Isham Cherry (1833-1905) and his wife Anna E. Cherry (1868-1904) 
Daniel Thurman (1833-1897) 

W. E. Shréve (1834-1911) 

W. B. Scott (1834-1914) and his wife Delilah (1838-1926) 
Isaac Scott (1835-1879) 

Henry Hune (1835-1915) and his wife (1838-191,) 

Mary E,, wife of J. H. Burns (1836-1875) 

W. R. Millsap (1836-1891) and his wife Nancy (1839-1927) 
William Thorpe (1836-1890) 

Mary Burkes (1837-1907) 

Mancel J. Helmes (1837-1920) and wife, Janette Randell Holmes (1836-191@) 
J. M. Terhune (1837-1891) 

Mattie, consort of J. B. Neil (1838-1887) 

Samuel M. Cassat (1838-1906) and his wife Martha A. (1842-7) 
Peter Cassat (1839-1908) and his wife Rebecca (1840-1908) 

N. E. Taylor (1839-1905) 

Susan E. Barnett (1836-1912) 

Harriett Nolen (1840-1909) 

Mt .,Comfort dead who were born in the 1840!s and 1850's include: 

Lizzie C. Meunt (1838-1926) 

W. J. Meunt (1841-1927) and his wife Sallie C. (1845-1892) 

M. E. Martin (1841-1882) 

Benjamin P. McCurdy (1841-1898) and his wife Nancy E. (1830-1897) 
Robert F. House (1841-1923) and his wife Martha (1842-1909) 
August Keenigsbruck (1841-1919) and wife Minna (1847-1903) 

George N. Barnett (1842-1902) and his wife Martha Ann Clark (1839-1932) 
Jaceb C. Cook (1842-1872) and Martha J. Cook (1820-1886) 

George A. Hardin (1842-1926) and his wife Harriet (1851-1913) 
Eliza, wife of J.T.Reynolds (1842-1900) 

John J. Decker (1843-1898) 

George P. Moore (1843-1922) and his wife Alice (1846-1929) 

C. W. Blew (1843-1892) 

Daniel R. Jack (1843-1920) and his wife Elizabeth (1850-7) 

R. S. Cox (1845-1916) and his wife E.J. (1844-1916) 

Sarah E., wife of W. W. Patterson (1845-1888) 

Zachary Taylor Kantz (1838-1936) and his wife Georgia (1853-1934) 
Hugh Elderten (1846-1903) and his wife Abbie Gail (1856~-1920) 

G. W. Guisinger (1849-1924) and his wife Genie (1866-1987) 

Jehn A, Henbest (1849-1919) and his wife Susan F. (1855-1944) 
James Winters (1850-1910) and his wife Martha (1848-1924) 

John McCoy (1853-1928) and Emma CG. McCoy (1855-1939) 

Thomas H, Rommel (1854-1935) and his wife Lottie M. (1859-1939) 
John A, Sanders (1854-1936) and his wife Matie (2859-1936) 

George W. Pool (1854-1930) and his wife Mary E. (1855-1937) 

John E, Smith (1857-1941) and his wife Bnelissy C. (2855~1929) 
George W. Bryant (1857-1896) 


' WILSON 


On top of a mountain, one mile east of the Fayetteville airport and 
on a farm now owned by J.D.Eagle, is a cemetery that contains the dust 
of several generatior.s of the Joseph Wilson family, who settled here 
about the time that Washington County was created, Originally, meaning 
a century ago, this must have. been a beautiful graveyard. It was sur- 
rounded by a stone wall, had flower beds, was attractively laid out. 
But the years have taken their toll and large trees have grown out of 
the 50-odd graves and tumbled the marble tombstones, Few gravestones 
remain standing. But the heavy stone bases are still there and it 
would not require too much effért to restore this historic graveyard, 


The cemetery is about a mile from the ruins of an old log barn and a 
later house that has three huge fireplaces complete with mantels, A 
hundred yards from the house, in a fence corner, is the grave of 
Joseph Wilson (1799-1848). Cattle or vandals have knocked over his 
handsome tombstone that was "erected by his son, John R. Wilson," 


John R. Wilson (1832-1884) and his wife Emilie J. (1836-1893) sleep 
in the graveyard farther down the hill, They had tall handsome monu-_ 
ments, now wcattered on the ground, Beside them sleep their children: 
Mary J. Wilson (1859-1876) 

Filena M. Wilson (1863-1876) 
John F. Wilson (1865-1886) 

Other Wilson gravestones give these names and dates: 

L, Wilson (1842-1860) 

Thomas Wilson (? -1878) 

Infant daughter of Jas..F. and Rose E. Wilson (1862) 
Infant son of C. E. and M. F. Wilson (1895) 


Other old Washington Countynames found in this graveyard are: 
Robert A., son of R. H, and C. Mayes (died 1864) 
Mary C., wife of Hno, W. Rieff (1840-1873) 
Marion L. Brown, son of Loucinda and Thos. T. Brown (1843~1864) 
John W., son of G. M. and A. M, Cline (1851-1875) 
Jacob W. VanBeeber (1875-1884) 
Juel Cotrell (1880-1892) 
Marain S, (died 1877) «and John C, (died 1884), sons of 
F, J. and M, Dallis 


There are some massive cut-stone slabs, ruins of old vaults,, and 
many field—sténe markers — all of which indicate that this was a bur- 
ial ground of some importagce a hundred years ago, 


WAS HDN-G TON COUN DY. Chast OR CFA Or C eho hal. Arkansas 


As a valuable part of the HISTORY of WASHINGTON COUNTY, ARKANSAS, your Society is 
mdertaking to record the family connection between its present members and the 
Pioneers, This can be accomplished only with your cooperation, 


The enclosed chart has spaces where you can indicate the names of your ancestors 
and where they lived, Few people will be able to fill in all the blanks for all 
fourteen of ancestors provided for, so do not hesitate to fill in what you do know 
just because you do not have all the information. Later research may help to fill 
in the blank places, 


Your own name should be entered on line "A", your father on line "B!', your mother 
on line "C", and so on to your grand=-parents and great—grandparents, 


Here is an example to show what a part of a filled—in blank might look like: 


H. Samuel Carnahan 
bee7s 


South Carolina 
R, Rev.Peter Carnahan d, 1847 
b, 1838 Cane Hill Cane Hill, ark, 


de Ne 
m, 1862 1G, Mary Pyeatt 
Cu @. Pres.Minister b. 1798 
B, South Carolina 
d. 1879 


Cane Hill, Ark, 


» Martha J. Buchanan 
De 


d. 


When you have completed your blank, please mail it to Dr. A. S. Humphreys, 
11 W. Mountain St,, Fayetteville, Ark., and it will be bound with all the others 
“or a permanent record for Washington County, 


WASHINGTON COUNTY 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY, 

Fayetteville, 

Arkansas , 


d. 
mM 
B 
b, 
d, 
Le 
E 
b. 
d. 
F 
De 
d. 
Me 
C 
b, 
d. 
G 
De 
or 


Mail blank to 

A. S. Hymphreys, 

211 W. Mountain St., 
Fayetteville, Ark, 


